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Figure 2 Change in the number of international

river basin organizations
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Table 2 International river basin organizations founded by China
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VR T - X A DR 22 52 2% 19954F23T  DMAZR RS
2006 FFfT  Committee
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SN FOKIRE ZE 4 19944E253T  DMAZR RS
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rpA AR 5 A S 2001 4F PMRZE D 2
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kG BRI ORI FUK TG 2008 4F U EERES
BT Committee
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Abstract: The cooperative governance of international rivers has become an important way to pro-
mote China’s neighborhood diplomacy. Many scholars have stressed that China should attach im-
portance to inter-regional water resources cooperation mechanisms. However, China lacks the cor-
responding experience in designing such international river basin organizations. Therefore, China
needs to understand the successful experiences and lessons of failure of international river basin or-
ganizations while continuously reviewing its own practical experiences. Based on these require-
ments, this study took the international river basin organization data collected by the Transbound-
ary Freshwater Dispute Database (TFDD) as the research object, and expounded their development
history, current situation, and other basic issues. The results show that the history of the internation-
al river basin organizations can be divided into three stages. International river basin organizations
differ in organizational function, organizational category, structural characteristics, and governance
mechanism. This study also reviewed the situation of the international river basin organizations in
China and identified three key points with reference to international experiences. The design and se-
lection of international river basin organization in China should fully respect the regional differenc-
es of the northeast, the northwest, and the southwest regions. At the same time, it is necessary to im-
prove the daily management and emergency management capabilities of river basin organizations
in China from the perspective of organizational structure and governance mechanism. However, the
establishment and improvement of international river basin organizations is a long-term endeavor.
It needs to adapt to the development stage of China’s cooperative development of international riv-
er basins. In particular, it needs to learn from the failure of many developing countries and establish
a new type of international river basin organization under the vision of one community.

Key words: international rivers; International River Basin Organization (IRBO); Transboundary

Freshwater Dispute Database (TFDD); transboundary water governance; governance mechanism
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