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Figure 1 Characteristics of the “power” concept in
Actor-Centered Power (ACP) Theory
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Abstract: The rapid development of the world economy and society, the reduction of forest area,
forest degradation, and other ecological and environmental issues have become significantly promi-
nent. The forest has become an important stage for the game of different actors. In order to analyze
the social network relationship in the research field of forest governance, this article introduced the
Actor-centered Power theory established by Max Krott and other colleagues. The theory proposes
that actors can impose their interest on others through three power elements coercion, (dis)incen-
tive, and dominant information, which would change the latter’ s behavior and determine the ulti-
mate effect of forest governance. Through the analysis of social networks to guide the formulation
and implementation of relevant policies, this theory has gradually become an important analytical
framework for many research fields. Our article summed up the concepts of power theory, research
methods, and classification of power elements, and further explored the research boundary and ap-
plicable fields of the theory. Finally, combining Chinese research situation, our article put forward
the application prospect and development potential of the theory in China. Under the background
of ecological civilization construction, the Actor-centered Power theory could provide an effective
analytical framework for Chinese scholars to analyze the existing governance structure of natural
resources such as forests and build a good governance system.
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