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Village type identification and rural revitalization path based on the
rank level appropriateness and coordination degree of housing-jobs

FANG Fang', LI Yurui*, HE Renwei’
(1. Institute of Economics, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;

2. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;
3. City Situation Survey Research Center, Beijing Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: As a multi-level and organic regional system composed of different levels of nodes, a village and town
system is the spatial carrier of rural factor agglomeration and implementing the strategy of rural revitalization. It
is of great importance to build a rank- size appropriate, livable, and efficient village and town system and
promote the strategy of rural revitalization scientifically by examining the logical relationship between the
village and town system and rural revitalization, and exploring the spatial optimization path of different types of
rural village and town systems. Based on the sampling data of 356 villages and 14 towns in Feng County of
Jiangsu Province, this study analyzed the agglomeration capacity of population, agricultural, and non-
agricultural factors, spatial polarization characteristics, and the coordination pattern of housing-jobs in Feng
County by constructing the evaluation system of village and town system from the two dimensions of rank-level
appropriateness and the coordination degree of housing-jobs. This study then identified the spatial types of rural
revitalization based on the division of different types of villages, and finally, proposed rural revitalization paths
and specific measures for different spatial types. The main conclusions are as follows: 1) The village and town
system of Feng County is characterized by relatively stable rank distribution, weak spatial polarization, relative
imbalance of housing-jobs in some areas, and insufficient motivation of rural revitalization. 2) According to the
characteristics of factor agglomeration and housing- job coordination, the villages can be divided into six
types—weak employment functional type with lagging population and non- agricultural factors (I), weak
employment functional type with lagging population and agricultural factors (II), low- level housing- job
coordination type with relatively lagging population and non- agricultural factors (III), high-level housing-job
coordination type with relatively coupled factors (IV), weak residential functional type with lagging non-
agricultural factors (V), and weak residential functional type with lagging agricultural factors (VI). 3) Based on
the result of village spatial type identification, this study further delineated the core area, peripheral area, and
potential area of promoting rural revitalization in the future; from the perspective of cultivating the growth pole
of rural revitalization, building the demonstration area of rural housing-job coordination, improving the self-
development ability of the peripheral area, and promoting the coordination of housing-jobs at the county level by
undertaking the transfer of resource factors in potential area, this study developed the basic thoughts and
suggested specific paths of the rural revitalization strategy.

Keywords: village and town system; village type identification; housing-job coordination; rural revitalization;
path; Feng County, Jiangsu Province



