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Fig. 2 The temporal evolution of the Baidu Index for "Chinese Running Man" and "Where Are We Going, Dad"
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Fig. 3 The spatio-temporal evolution of program's audience attention ("Chinese Running Man" in Zhejiang TV in 2014)
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Fig. 4 The spatio-temporal evolution of program's audience attention ("Where Are We Going, Dad" in Hunan TV in 2013)
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(-1.84) (-1.85) (-1.56) (2.87) (-0.92) (-126)  (=0.99)  (-0.92)
15~29 % LL. A 0.630 0.209 -0.219 -0.960 1.410 -0.473 -1.454 -2.281
(0.35) (0.11) (-0.12) (1.93) (0.76) (-021)  (=0.76)  (-1.10)
30~39 % Ll -3.073 -5.084 -5.641 -4.507 -0.848 -0.847 -0.925 0.606
(-0.80) (-1.24) (-1.26) (4.78) (-0.19) (-0.18)  (=0.20) (0.14)
AAtHLIX 0.317 0.248 0.376 0.409
(1.20) (0.89) (1.46) (1.58)
At HbIX 0.150 0.295 0.503" 0.578"™
(0.75) (1.34) (2.52) (2.93)
AR IX -0.101 -0.076 -0.003 -0.076
(-0.44) (-029)  (=0.01)  (-0.32)
AERIHIX -0.111 0.007 0.109 0.090
(-0.59) (0.04) (0.61) (0.54)
A X -0.287 -0.173 -0.169 -0.227
(-1.79) (-1.03)  (-118)  (-1.63)
PudEHIX -0.283 -0.256 -0.087 -0.004
(-1.82) (-1.64)  (-0.64)  (-0.03)
fipiel -0.293 0.912 0.736 0.816 -1.410 0.648 1.081 1.680
FEA 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31
R 0.705 0.687 0.622 0.577 0.849 0.831 0.833 0.832
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Tab. 2 OLS results at the city scale

TR 1 (ff RS R AR A X IR FE DL AR 1) Y 2 ; (ff RS T A DX I UL 4
i T S 2 wE R L S BN bz wEEIL
WO R Jo BIOGTE RS WIOGTE RS DGR WIDQUEE R WIOCTERE PTG S oG
A4 GDP(In) 0.385™ 0.371° 0.450™ 0.476™ 0.341° 0.291" 0.393™ 0387
(6.88) (6.57) (6.15) (6.06) (5.96) (5.45) (5.58) (5.15)
HWFEEE (In)  -0.071""  -0.032° -0.138™  -0.041" -0.091""  -0.065"  -0.095"  -0.064""
(-4.93) (~1.94) (-4.24) (=2.21) (-4.65) (-4.61) (-6.33) (-3.10)
M EE () -0.029 0.024 0.037 0.012 -0.064 0.005 -0.040 -0.066
(-0.76) (0.63) 0.71) (0.20) (-1.47) (0.11) (-0.75) (-0.99)
14ZLIT B 4800  -4.553" -5516""  -4.392" -4.136™  -3.300"  -7.5177 -5.451"
(-6.13) (-5.54) (-5.54) (~4.50) (-4.99) (-4.14) (-6.68) (-5.16)
15~29 % LLfl 2.744" 2.685 3.348" 4795 3.330™ 3.059™ 2.995™ 4.838"™
(3.69) (3.69) (3.47) 4.61) 4.07) (4.07) (2.85) (3.87)
30~39 % Lufhil 4,553 3.203" 2.746 1.666 6.077" 6.735™" 3.096 42927
(3.40) (2.48) (1.57) (0.84) (4.22) (5.29) (1.67) (2.15)
Rt X 0.227" 0388  -0.369"  -0.148
(2.87) (4.88) (-3.54) (-1.10)
AedbibIX 0.198" 0481 -0.019 0.242%
(2.34) (5.62) (-0.19) (1.88)
A HIX 0.059 0.163* 0.076 0.107
(0.59) (1.72) (0.64) (0.78)
AERTHLIX 0.072 0.128 0.230° 0.112
(0.66) (1.16) (1.96) 0.71)
A X -0.192" -0.171" -0.024 -0.159
(-2.10) (-1.93) (-0.25) (-1.24)
Padb X -0.197* -0.044 -0.397"  -0.358
(-1.92) (=0.42) (-2.83) (-1.93)
g -11.19""  -1L.12™  -11.59""  -12.48™ -10.52""  -10.60""  -10.12""  -10.45™
(SN 287 287 287 287 287 287 287 287
R 0.645 0.598 0.601 0.584 0.694 0.702 0.653 0.635
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The influence of geographical distance on the dissemination of
internet information in the internet society
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Abstract: In the era of "internet society" premised upon new telecommunications and
information technologies, there is a perennial debate on whether geographical distance still
plays a role in spatial phenomena, and this has been deemed as a cornerstone of geographical
research. To empirically tackle this recurring conundrum, this paper proposes an analytical
framework to interpret how geographical distance affects information dissemination, which has
always been portrayed to be instantaneous spreading across space by information technique. To
be specific, we suggest that closer geographical distance could lead to better information
dissemination through two entwined paths: geographical proximity is related to geographical
and cultural homogeneity on the one hand, and lowers the cost of physical transport and non-
physical links, which would facilitate intercity dissemination, on the other hand. As the former
has been widely recognized in previous studies, in this paper we mainly focus on testing the
latter path. That is, the influence of geographical distance on the attention to information still
remains, after controlling regional characteristics and socio- economic attributes of the
audiences. Taking two Chinese TV shows as examples, this paper measures the degree of
information attention based on the Baidu Index, as well as maps its spatio-temporal changes. To
understand the impact of the changing role of geographical distance over time, we perform
OLS regressions at four phases from the first broadcasting of the two programs. The result
verifies that geographical distance still plays a significant role in the attention and reception of
information during the entire period. The degree of audience's attention decreases as the
distance from programs' birthplaces increases. The resistance of geographical distance,
however, gradually decays over time. Furthermore, these results are robust at both provincial
and city scales, with two different programs having similar findings. The retained effects of
geographical distance on the cost of information attention and reception helps explain our
results. In other words, the law of geographical distance decay and geographical embeddedness
is remaining, even though internet technique enables instant information transition. We
therefore argue that the prognosis of "death of distance" or "end of geography" is far from the
reality - at least from our empirical analysis, albeit in the internet society.

Keywords: geographical distance; internet society; dissemination of information; variety show;
Baidu Index



