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Fig. 2. Dimensionless temperature 7/T, along the sym-
metry line z/L = 0.5 for the cases: (a) Different spatial dis-
cretization schemes; (b) different angular discretization

schemes.
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Fig. 5. Semicircle medium with an inner circle hot boundary: (a)

Geometry sketch; (b) spatial discretization.
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Fig. 6. Temperature distributions along the symmetric line of the semicircle medium obtained by different numerical algorithms:

(a) y = [0.0, 0.2]; (b)

y = [0.6, 1.0].
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Fig. 9. (a) Temperature distributions along the centerline of the irregular medium with an inner hot boundary; (b) temperature dis-

tribution within the computation domain for the case of N, = 0.1; (c) temperature distribution within the computation domain for

the case of N, = 1.0.
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distribution within the computation domain for the case of N, = 0.1; (c) temperature distribution within the computation domain

for the case of N, = 1.0.
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Abstract

The discontinuous finite element method (DFEM) is used to investigate the coupled radiation-conduction
heat transfer in an irregular medium, and the highly accurate solutions for several typical media are numerically
obtained. Comparing with the traditional continuous finite element method, the computational domain in the
DFEM application is discretized into unstructured meshes that are assumed to be separated from each other.
The shape function construction, field variable approximation, and numerical solutions are obtained for every
single element. The continuity of the computational domain is maintained by modeling a numerical flux with
the up-winding scheme. Thus the DFEM has the salient feature of geometry flexibility and simultaneously
supports locally conservative solutions. The DFEM discretization for the radiative transfer equation and the
energy diffusion equation are first presented, and the accuracies of the DFEM for coupled radiation-conduction
heat transfer problems are verified. Combined radiation-conduction heat transfer problems in several irregular

media are afterward solved, and the highly accurate DFEM solutions are presented.
Keywords: radiation-conduction, coupled heat transfer, numerical simulation, discontinuous finite element
method
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