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Abstract: Ferroferric oxide (Fe;O,) magnetic nanoparticles are widely used as passive targeting carriers in gene
therapy, due to their simple preparation, targeting under external magnetic field and easy surface grafting. This
study synthesized oil phase Fe;O4 nanoparticles with controllable particle sizes in the range from 4 to 9 nm by
regulating the accumulation growth time in the solvothermal method. Then, meso-2, 3-dimercaptosuccinic (DMSA)

was employed to double exchange oleic acid molecules on its surface to provide good water dispersibility. Finally,
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Fe;04,-DMSA-PEI magnetic nanoparticles were obtained by grafting branched polyethylenimine (PEI) onto

Fe;04-DMSA surface through amidization reaction. The results demonstrate that the Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI magnetic

nanoparticles have a surface Zeta potential of (52.50 = 1.94) mV, remaining a certain degree of superparamagnetism

(14.48 emu/g, 1 emu/g=1 A-m*/kg). When the mass ratio of Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI magnetic nanoparticles to plasmid DNA

is 15 : 1, it can completely block DNA and its loading capacity is as high as 6.67%. The Fe;0,~-DMSA-PEI magnetic

nanoparticles prepared in this study have a certain gene delivery ability and are expected to be used as gene carriers in

the field of gene transfection.

Key words: ferroferric oxide; magnetic nanoparticle; gene carrier; surface modification
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MRl tnRmEEES T BEMEL A
B AR A TS S s e 3 B e A R 5

FE AR

R O W (PED & — M B A T i FH ¥E FE Y
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(R /NRLAR I AE FesOg GNKIURL, 1 I A8 4 He 3R T
(VT30 B2 73 T I BRI AL S B, K PET B2 3 40 K Jvks
KT, WEFC T RETEGUKAL BT TRL DNA (430
wimbERe, UE 7 IR AR

1 EWHE

1.1 SRS

AR e 7S K EW(FeCly* 6H,0, 98%) JH R (OA,
90%)~ 1-1 )\H5(90%) = ZB%(99%) M JiE-2,3-
TR T T FR(DMSA, 98%) LT 7 A% ¥ KA 4 B 7y
(LR G ARAF, HERPI(NaOA, 97%)H KT
WA B (LR T R BERA A, LK LEE
(CoHO, 99.7%)~ 1ECKE(CeHya, 95%) H 2K (C/Hs,
99.5%). =& H %E(CHCls, 99%)L-FIb 5L T ;
BNy, 99.99%) 3K T4 R [AEFRAA,; =
L7 AK(DMSO, ACS Z%)IE 3K T35 E AMRESCO
ATl B OIEWRE(PEL, MW1800, 99%). % 2% I
[ (PEL, MW 10000, 99%) 4 K B v 35 95 (R ) . 27
BIRAT; 1-G-Z R 3E)-3- £ F ik — W% 2R
£E(EDC*HCI, 98.5%)~ N-F&JEi AR B H1HE 7 iz B4 £
(sulfo-NHS, 98.5%)M 3 T~ Faf iz T il 55 () A R
A,

1.2 Fes0,-DMSA-PEI #5140 K Bt i ) &
1.2.1 Fe;0,-0A BI4l#&

# 3.6 g FeCly3*6H,0 f112.2 g NaOA ¥ T 93 mL
REBFIGELK « BKLEE © ECki= 20 mL :
27 mL : 46 mL), 70 CHiH: 4 h, e FZAFHAHI
B 4IKIEBE, 35 Cheft 28 K UL E BRI IE 2k,
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60 CHZTJE 12 h, WSS B L0ER R o iR 2k
(Fe-OA); 4 3.6 g HIFRE AN 0.64 mL JHERYE T 20 g
11 )\, Ny S0 212 i #4#1) 240 °C {R 35 min,
BJ5 LA 4 C/min FEEFFEE 320 CH MR
30,35 fl 40 min, A HEER )G, H 150 mL LK
BT =4, FH 2R IE Okt R A 18 7 e =i
e, BOUEEDTIEY), 60 CEZ TR 12 h, &5
B =M FEMR IR A B FesO4 90K TR, 23 B 510
N MNP-1. MNP-2 Al MNP-3.

1.2.2 Fes04-0OA HJ DMSA R 1%

# 100 mg MNP-3 Z3-HU7E 10 mL =& HHE A1 50 uL
= ZJEH, A 10 mL &4 50 mg DMSA ] DMSO,
60 CHiHE 12 h, B.LUWETTEYH oK L EEE
e, ¥ BB BUE 100 mL FE/K ZFE A 50 uL =
g, i 10 mL &4 50 mg DMSA ¥ DMSO,
60 CHiHE 12 h, B.LUWETTEYH H ToK CIEE
e, 135 Fe;04-DMSA, 3K H 7 B4 7E 5 mL #
A 7K RAF
1.2.3 Fe;0,-DMSA B PEI $##%

4 25 mg EDC*HCI 1 57 mg sulfo-NHS 1A %
1 mL Fe;0,-DMSA 1, ¥ 2 Fi 7458 PEI(4> T =5
24 1800 AT 10000)%% 1 g 43 7 43 HLAE 2 mL #B4lK
WL R EREIE S 48 h, B UETTIEY I
ali/KiEve, IS EIRER; 2 Bl PEL [ FesO, HEME YK
i KL [Fe;04~-DMSA-PEI(1800) 1 Fe;04-DMSA-
PEI(10000)].

Bl 1 4 FesO4 40 K FURL 2 TH 15 32 PEI 1) #% 28 1A
B 78R I I FE ) 15 2R BB Y Fe; 04 492K
WORL, HORARE N, TSR —. B EMELE, R,
TR MR T HAEER RS, fFTR
TR, A A SR M e AR D SRk 1 o 48 TR [27]

DMSA PEI

Bl FesO4 4UKORI R I 1572 PEI f 1% £k
Fig. 1 Route map of PEI grafting on the surface of Fe;O,
nanoparticles

iRIE, DMSA AU FesO4 40K RIURL K TH 1) OA 73T,
SR . S N R, SR = 2 AR
WFRAE T EEEH, Erl K DMSA FRIERA,
TR RENS 5 K B Wl IR 7> 1 K AR R B R IR ER
(—COO"), MIMTE KA Fes0,4 44K ik . 5 J5 , EDC
* HCl 2 2 = 19 3% A0 700 F0 7K v o Bk 48 Bk 70,
sulfo-NHS U] /& T Bl fa i ¥ U I8 v 18] 44 1) 22 Ik 4 &
o @S WAL B, DMSA 3L F PET L1
RAIERAEMKAEE, I RIIHLAE FesO4 49K BRL
R PEIPY.
1.3 Fes0,-DM SA-PEI ®HE40K Bk i R AE
131 FHRFRIE

i Zeta FLAL RO KL E X (Zetasizer Nano
Analyzer, ZNA, %5 ZEN3690, #[H 5 /RN A])
A 1] 4 PR 40 K UL I RL A2 43 AT, A FH B S
F 8% (Transmission Electron Microscope, TEM,
RS F20, fif 2% FEI 24 ®))4E 200 kV AN AL 5 H 3%
IE i 28 PR A G K ORI AU T 355 136 X 5 i
# 6 W% X (X-ray Diffraction, XRD, % =
D/max-2200PC, 1 [E 11 & 5 2 =) )% A i 247 P A
3.
132 Z5HIRAE

A% FH {8 L 1 AR 48 21 41 6 3% 4 (Fourier Transform
Infrared Spectrometer, FT-IR, 74‘5 FTIR-8400, H A
By A DAL E (Y (Raman  Spectrometer, RS,
A5 Xplora- BX51, H AR 2 w))FRAL$1 4 1) g 14
YERRORL 258, Forp Rz 2 610 R 2 R
BE 1 pm. P 532 nm.
1.4 FesO,-DMSA-PEI BEIELAXK BRI IERETIR
141 TR

B 1 mg RFEKIAZH Fe;04,-OA(MNP-1, MNP-2
AT MNP-3), 435l 43 80E 20 mL IE ke B 1 mg
Fe;04-DMSA . Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800) I Fe;0,-
DMSA-PEI(10000), %54 #47E 20 mL ##4iKH .
[a] 10 mm FIZEERIEE LI I 1.5 mL Fe;04-OA.
Fe304-DMSA . Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800)F Fe;04-DMSA-
PEI(10000) 14> #GH, 1 Zeta HLAL SO AL
I 7 H 2R TH HLA
1.4.2 wEEWR

s F ) B2 M BT W & &R 48 (Physical Property
Measurement System, PPMS, 75 PPMS-9, £ [H &
T Bert 2w )P % R N K RO R R 1 o AR TR AL
B 2% AR 4% 1F . F 3% 78 HI (Zero-Field- Cooled,
ZFC)IRZ 10 K, 374 #(Field-Cooled, FC)iif & 300 K,
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AMEEIZBRIE 100 Oe(1 Oe=79.6 A/m). T A1 28 ik %
. ANEEIZ 58 E—3000~3000 Oe, 18 5E IR E 310 K.
143 ERE GG N

¥4 Fe304-DMSA-PEI 1 40 K F50RL A5 K DNA
SRR E] 0.1:1. 05: 1. 1:1. 2:1, 5:1.
10 : 1 AT 15 2 1 HBRRA, 7 BITE 1% 0B 5w &t
Jig b iEAT HE K, fEE HLE 120V, 30 min J57E 4K A
T %% e i E K AR AN B DNA 4k . TR
DNA ()i & FR AFURL DNA 535 R4 (4 i &= A0,
TR AR, DAVl 3 R R A 1 1 3 e 10

2 #RE5iTe

2.1 JESRFnLEHy
H TEM M (B 2)rT BLE H, R #aES] &

Ty S R

(1) Fe3Oyq K BIURLI5) 52 30K RE (¥ BR % T 50 H AR H B

RU%, RpE/N, HPERES NN 4.6, 6.3
A1 8.1 nm, R BH AR S W [E) ] 4% Fe;O4 49K
BRI, 332 T 7R G5 R 2 AR IR IR
(240 C)JEAT R AZ MY BE A (320 C)IghK
WORLHER AP B o AR SRI0 ZE K T 4 K BURL I HEAR
AR, I TAEREG, AR 2 FesO4 44K MR KL
R EERNAZ, &R B E KT R
SRR T IR I K A AR, B LA i B R ] 4
AETK.

M B 3(a) 30 75 6 B (DLS) 45 S vl LLE
MNP-1.MNP-2 Fl MNP-3 17K & K45 75 3 (252.0+
2.6). (284.0+2.4)F1(297.0+2.8) nm, W BE#E &= iR
NI ZE K, il 16 Fes04 9K BURLK G R IR
WK A B 2K T TEM FOIINRAE, & f7ETE FesO,

Kl 2 Fe;04-0A [ TEM [ )1
Fig. 2 TEM images of Fe;04-OA
(a) MNP-1; (b) MNP-2; (c) MNP-3

24 0.22
22 [ 1—— MNP-1 1 (a) (b)
50[2—— MNP-2
18 _3— MNP-3 5 021 u
2 k-]
RS %‘6‘ i £ MNP-1
27T 2 .
2 2 MNP-3
z12f £0.20 - MNP-2 .
210 3 g .
8r =
g : So19t
26
0 L L A 0.18
10 100 _ 1000 10000 Sample
20 Size, d / nm
1~ Fe,0,-DMSA-PEI(10000) o] % @
181 2 Fe,0,-DMSA-PEI(1800) * Fe;0,-DMSA
16 | 3—Fe,0,DMSA 4 1 5
K14} 4—Fe;0,-0A 2930~
12 z Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(10000)
z g
§10r g
Z s} £020 ¢ Fe;0,-0A
6f 3
=¥ °
4l Fe,;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800)
N 0.18}
0

100 1000

Size, d/ nm

Sample

B3 B RLAR A (a, o) R BRI (b, d)
Fig. 3 Particle size distributions (a, c¢) and polydispersity indexs (b, d) of samples
(a, b) Fe;0,-OA (MNP-1, MNP-2 and MNP-3); (c, d) Fe;04-OA, Fe;0,-DMSA and Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI
Colorful figures are available on website



ERR

BRPR, 25 /NRIAE Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI 11 90 K UL 1) 4 I B35 K] 6 2 me F1 it 7L 521

PUKBRIR AR OA 7 FAEWERIh e, JFHE
TR FIR4E 45 B . MNP-1. MNP-2 A1 MNP-3
)22 23 BFE 2043 990 0,202 0.196 AT 0.198(/ 3(b)),
R Fes04 PURBURLLE IE bt B A AT
srictE. B 3(c)rT LLE H, 4 1) Fe;04-DMSA-
PEI(10000). Fe;04-DMSA-PEI(1800). Fe;04-OA .
Fe;0,-DMSA [ R 2B 8T i /), X & H T Fe;0s-
DMSA Kl 4t b, Fe;04-0A £ 1 OA 701
W FEFE /N DMSA KEZ#H Nk, M
Fe;04-DMSA-PEI Il 5| \ 1 43 ¥ & 8 K PEL. 24>
BR s, L. mIE 3 AW UER, 5
Fe;04-0A 1E 1E T bt H 1) 2 43 B 48 £2(0.198) #H L,
Fe;0,-DMSA 7E /K #1112 4 it F8 # e K, i B
Fe;04-DMSA-PEI 12 7 BUIE 40N PEI 2 & 13
KK . IX A H T Fes04-DMSA IRV 1 /0
BARPAZH T RN OA ¥, FILT BRI E;
1M Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI W TR #4 T PEI, 5%
TR EHRSEAKE. B4, 5488 1800 i) PEI 4
b, 27 &N 10000 [#) PEI (547id k. 25 (a7 pH &
ran, 5RO HE AEAT B R Ak S B2, PET 44 4
/b A Fe;04,-DMSA-PEI(1800)7E /K H ) 22 43 Bt
BAK T Fe;04,-DMSA-PEI(10000).

Fe;04 9KBUR R HB AR 775 1) FT-IR
W 2] (18] 4) 2R, Fe;04-0OA £ 1715 H1 1433 cm™' 4b 47
7E C=0 (L%, LLRAE 1630 A1 1519 cm ' AbAEAE
C=C 1 COO FHE U, UFESE T FesO4 40K MR 11 £
F ) JE OA 73T 1E Fe;0,-DMSA ] FT-IR i &,
1711 em™" AMHYEL 735109 C=0 $5{iE&, 1670 1
1580 cm ' &b HR T COO S FR A AN St Ak A8 447 415 5 1)
FREUWE, KB Fe;04 49K RMH OA 73Tk
DMSA 43> ¥ 28 #; 1 2922 #1 2854 cm™ 4bff1—CH,
REAE VAT, 2R BRIk B /D& OA 0¥
£ Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800)f1 Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(10000)

Fe;0-0A

590 {590

Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800)

=3 [=
NS = (=3
a3 8F Az

oo — Py
=N

Fe;&-DMSA-PEIGE(I)OO) ) ) ) L3,
4000 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
Wavenumber / cm™

lg] 4 FC304-OA, FC304-DMSA *D Fe3O4-DMSA-PEI E(] FT-IR
Pl

Fig. 4 FT-IR spectra of Fe;04-OA, Fe;0,-DMSA and
Fe;04-DMSA-PEI

Transmittance / (a.u.)

(7 FT-IR 3% &, 1650 em ' b A4S AR IGAR 26 A Ik e i)
Wiz 1745, 15404 1330 F1 1300 cm ' AL fRRAF AR R T
Snm I ven 2 AR A TR 1 1 5 e T 60 gk e T 7
R W PEIL 3@ id Bh A I B B R Ih 2R 7E FesOg 992K
R R TH -

FT-IR 45 R % &on Fe;0,-DMSA (¥ i fi I
A, FIReEH TR KA AR T . A
FERF hr Bl RAE WAV B B S AT
%11, Fe304-OA 7E 300~800 cm ™' 3t [ P9 1% Hi L &,
(RHREIE, T FesO4-DMSA 7E 508 cm ' AbHIIR T —
BRACH (1 58 R SR AE U5, B3 DMSA BT EUR T
Fe;0,-0A i L) OA. 14h, DMSA 48] —fi
A ACHR, 775 NF %2 DMSA % Fe;0,4 49K itk
L, G T4 Fe;0,-DMSA F1 Fe;0,-DMSA-
PEI )35 K PRI RS E 1 -

Bl 6 A i I XRD - BT 45 5, MBI LUE H,
AW FE 1 4 1 PET MB1Hi ) Fes Oy R 9 K Uk H 1
T 2R R U, X R AT (205 [ Brf K
B 4R FesO4 FRifE PDF 0. X R B %
) PEL 43 T A U Fes O BEME G KL T
s AR 451, Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI 4 i Hi 45 T Fey04 44
KA 1D 2

2400

Fe;0,-0A

240F

160 ‘\/\/\M

Fe;0,-DMSA

)

Raman intensity/(a.u.

23
(=]

300 400 500 600 700 800
Wavenumber / cm™

Kl 5 Fe;04-0A F1 Fe;0,-DMSA 14 2 &3

Fig. 5 Raman spectra of Fe;04-OA and Fe;O4,-DMSA

Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI

Intensity / (a.u.)

JCPDIS N0.19-b62 | |

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
20/(°)

Kl 6 Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI /] XRD &

Fig. 6 XRD pattern of Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI



522

AL M OB IR

39 %

2.2 Fes0,-DMSA-PE| #4140 5k Bk a0 14
xR

Zeta HIA7 & RAEMRHE 73 HIOH b S s P e i
FHIESHOY, KB 7 4550 58, Fe;04-0A [#] Zeta HIAL
EAHME, XEHTYKRBR R OA fEIECki+
fif B R 1t R B1(COOH—~COO ™ + HY), {HH: e 47k
BUK, RUITHIEMEZ, Fe;04,-DMSA 7E/KAHA
B ERHEE SR BEL, X2l T HEREm
DMSA 5| N T HEZ[HRHE; Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI 1)
Zeta HLAL 2 IE HEPE, 1X0E T H R PEI 4 T
KE AR (-NH,), #F—DiE8 PEI S IhH:4 3K
FH FesO4 HEVEGRFRIR T . LAk, K 7 FHarE i,

[=))
(=)
T

Fe304-DMSIA-PEI(1 800)

—_— N W A W
S © o O
T T T T

(=)

| Fe;0,-0A Fe,0,-DMSA

Zeta potential / mV

(=]

Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(10000)

iR
=
T

_20 -

Bl 7 Fe;0,-OA, Fe;0,-DMSA # Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI [f] Zeta
F 7 1]

Fig. 7 Zeta potential histogram of Fe;0,4-OA, Fe;04-DMSA
and Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI

Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800) 1 L AL B & 5 T-+40 mV, 1M
Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(10000) [ FEAZ7E+30 ~ +40 mV 2
7], XM T Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800)3 M7 1
Z 101 PEL 40, MM ELAG 5w 1 oA R B AR e )
DRI B1 RE 7T o 3K RN B IR 5 8k 22 [A) ) & FLAH L
' FH 3 B2 5 JHC 3 T H fr 85 B2 R I B, B s R LA A
HAEE S 4 T 2. X%t 3 3R P,
BeAb, F DR A/ 25 R 2 A 3 TH (1) 44 1 H A 11 RE A2
b5 B E g 14D A 7 4 T IR A 1 B A R R
ST B A AW R FH, DT 8 o 5 TR 28 ik /2 IRV &2 5 0 1)
WA, R e 3 3% kR P2,

AR WL N 2608 ZFC-FC R AK 38 52 I R 1Y)
A g . o FC b4 i Bz v 1 J B JE I
TEAE E AN, 3B BT 2 A IR (10 KB 1
B E AR i 2% T ZFC M2 e E A T,
B 22 F A i 5 Tt I 4 2 i3, B8 IS T DU 45 1
fhsR AR 2. b, ZFC BhZi4s mACERE
{140 8 T P R0 Ak Tl e A L A 3 5, R i LA
IR, 1824 Te(Blocking Temperature). /5T T, i3
BUNMIG R, KT Te WRDUABEMERY . HE 8
Al LLEH, Fe;04-0A. Fe;04-DMSA M
Fe;04,-DMSA-PEI [ FC fl ZFC #h 2% 2 BLH [H (42
feia s FC 235 BE i FE T v i iz T %, ZFC il
2 0] B I B i Se S B, AE T AR T 5
BIEET T, ZFC I FC £ &, X2 H T R
GAbT D15 FADIRES, WAk R AR Tl iR

Peesessrenna,, @ (b)
—_ FC *o, —_ m.’.fc..."'-
3 * 3 o'
E i
. 5 : 83K . S '. 69K
s . s
N N -
= * =
Q Q
+ZFC « ZFC
d ® Fe,0,-0A 3 «Fe;0,-DMSA
50 100 150 200 250 300 50 100 150 200 250 300
Temperature / K Temperature / K
(©) @
3| ¢ & 3| Y
< £ 140K < 159K
o e =
g a g
s a s
N A N
g £ g
B s ]
S| L A
Ls* ZFC .*° ZFC
A Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(1800) +Fe;0,-DMSA-PEI(10000)
50 100 150 200 250 300 50 100 150 200 250 300
Temperature / K Temperature / K

K 8 (a)Fe;04-OA, (b)Fe;04,-DMSA Fll(c, d)Fe;O,-DMSA-PET (1A% 17 i 8 5 fih &
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