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We study through electromagnetic modeling the absorption of light of a given wavelength in an array of horizontal
InP nanowires of diameter less than 100 nm. Such absorption is performedmost efficiently by using polarized light
and by exciting a coupled optical resonance in a sparse array. In that case, we excite a resonance in the individual
nanowires and couple the resonances in neighboring nanowires through a lattice resonance of the periodic array.
At such a resonance, an array with nanowires of 80 nm in diameter can absorbmore than eight times more strongly
than a tight-packed array, despite containing a seven times smaller amount of the absorbing InP material. © 2015
Chinese Laser Press
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III–V semiconductor nanowires are popular for many opto-
electronic applications [1,2], including photodetection [3,4].
Nanowires allow for miniaturized single-nanowire detectors
as well as for large-area detectors when the nanowires are
placed next to each other [3,5]. Furthermore, small-diameter
nanowires allow, due to strain relaxation in the radial direc-
tion, for a much larger freedom in the combination of lattice
mismatched materials than in a conventional thin-film layer
[6–9]. Such material freedom allows, through ternary III–V
compounds [10], for the engineering of the bandgap in photo-
detection applications. The detection of photons is at the
heart of current high-speed optical communication. There,
a matching of the bandgap wavelength to the communication
wavelength is desirable. Such a matching typically leads to a
higher signal-to-noise ratio in the detection by suppressing the
dark current in the photodetector [11].

Thus, wewould like to enhance the absorption of light in the
vicinity of the bandgap wavelength in small-diameter nano-
wires. For that purpose, we use here three properties common
for nanostructures. First, single nanostructures can show op-
tical resonances whose wavelength position depends on the
size and shape of the structure [12–19]. Second, periodic nano-
structures can show period-dependent lattice resonances that
originate from the diffractive coupling between the constituent
structures [12,13,20]. Third, coupling between these two types
of resonances can show up, which has been identified in met-
allic systems [13,21].

However, such coupling of resonances has not been studied
in absorbing horizontal nanowire arrays [22–24]. Here, we
show that the optical resonances in individual horizontal nano-
wires [1] can couple with lattice resonances, leading to absorp-
tion peaks. We use an array of InP nanowires embedded in
glass∕SiO2 as a model system. We show that the best way to
absorb photons of a givenwavelength in nanowires of diameter

less than 100nm is to use polarized light and to excite a coupled
resonance. For a diameter of 80 nm, the nanowires can absorb
30% of the incident photons when the coupled resonance is ex-
cited. In this case, the nanowires absorb eight times more
strongly than a tight-packed array of nanowires, despite con-
sisting of a seven times smaller amount of InP. The resonance
becomes stronger and narrower when the diameter decreases
toward 50 nm, forwhich an absorptance of 50%canbe reached.
In case a higher absorptance is required, we need to turn to
nanowires with diameter exceeding 100 nm.

We consider InP nanowires of diameter D placed in an ar-
ray of period p and surrounded by glass of refractive index
nglass � 1.5 (Fig. 1). Light is incident at a normal angle to the
array to maximize the projected area of the array to the inci-
dent light. TM (TE) polarized incident light has the electric
field parallel (perpendicular) to the axis of the nanowires.
We perform the modeling with a scattering matrix method
[25] that solves the Maxwell’s equations for the light scattering
for a given wavelength λ. To describe the optical response of
the InPmaterial in the nanowires, we use tabulated values [26]
for the complex-valued refractive index nInP�λ� whose imagi-
nary part gives rise to absorption in the material. We calculate
the reflectance R and the transmittance T of the array. From
these, the absorptance A � 1 − R − T of the nanowires can be
obtained.

We consider light of λ � 920 nm in wavelength, which is in
the vicinity of 925 nm, the bandgapwavelength [10] of InP.Note
that we use nInP�λ � 920 nm� � 3.40� i0.059 [26] in the mod-
eling.We start with the case of a rather dense arraywith a fixed
diameter to period ratio of p∕D � 3 (Fig. 2). We find that TM
polarized light is absorbed considerablymore strongly than TE
polarized light. This polarization behavior can actually be
understood from an electrostatic model. The incident electric
field of TE polarized light of jEincj is screened from the interior
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of each nanowire by a factor of β � j2n2
glass∕�n2

glass �
nInP�λ � 920nm�2�j � 0.326 [4,27]. Thus, the electric field in
the interior of each nanowire shows the magnitude of jENWj �
βjEincj. In contrast, TM polarized light does not experience
such screening, and in this case jENWj � jEincj [4]. Since the
local absorption in each nanowire is proportional to jENWj2,
we expect a factor of 1∕β2≈9 stronger absorption for TM
polarized light. Actually, we can calculate analytically the ab-
sorptance of the nanowire array under this electrostatic
approximation. Notice that the irradiance of the incident light
is given by Iinc � cnglassε0jEincj2∕2.0 [27]. Therefore, the power
that is incident into a unit cell of period p is given by Pinc �
pI inc � pcnglassε0jEincj2∕2.0. Next, the local absorption, that
is, the ohmic heating, is given by Plocal � 2πcε0 Re�nInP�
Im�nInP�jENWj2∕λ [27]. Therefore, the absorption in a unit cell,
which occurs in a nanowire of cross-section area Acs �
π�D∕2�2, is given by aNW � AcsPlocal � π�D∕2�22πcε0Re�nInP�
Im�nInP�jENWj2∕λ. Consequently, the absorptance in this
electrostatic approximation is given by A � aNW∕Pinc. We find
here for p∕D � 3 good agreement between the full electromag-
netic modeling and this electrostatic approximation (solid ver-
sus dashed lines in Fig. 2). Notice that even for the stronger
absorbed TM polarized light, the absorptance reaches values
of just 5% at a diameter of 100 nm.

However, we know from previous studies that individual
nanowires of D < 100 nm should show a TM01 resonance
for TM polarized incident light at λ � 920 nm [1]. By solving
for the eigenmodes [1] in individual nanowires, we expect the
TM01 mode to show up for λ � 920 nm at D ≈ 80 nm. Indeed,
when we fix the period to p � 900 nm to study a sparse array
where we expect to possibly see the response of the individual
nanowires, we find an absorption peak at D ≈ 80 nm for TM
polarized light (Fig. 3). Regarding the behavior of the eigenm-
odes, notice that the TM01 mode in individual, isolated nano-
wires shows symmetry in the polar direction (inset in Fig. 3).
This follows from the fact that the first index in the mode la-
beling, m in TMmn or TEmn, defines the polar dependence of
the form cos�mθ� [1]. Furthermore, in the periodic array, we

find an absorption peak for both TM and TE polarized light at
D ≈ 180–200 nm. These peaks are caused by the TM11 and
TE01 eigenmodes in the individual nanowires, which are ex-
pected to show up for D ≈ 190 nm from our calculation on
individual, isolated nanowires. Notice that the TE01 mode will
not show any dependence in the polar direction. In contrast,
the TM11 mode will show two nodes along the polar direction
due to the cos�θ� dependence.

Thus, to investigate if we can increase the absorptance be-
yond the 5% value for p∕D � 3 (Fig. 2), we choose D � 80 nm
and vary p (Fig. 4). For TE polarized light, A drops with in-
creasing p. This drop is a signature that the collection area
of incident light is limited for each nanowire, and more light
“slips” through the array with increasing p, as seen in the inset
of Fig. 4, where T → 1 and R → 0 with increasing p. In strong
contrast, when p increases from 80 to 400 nm for TM polarized

Fig. 1. Periodic array of horizontal InP nanowires embedded in a
glass matrix of refractive index nglass � 1.5. The period is p and
the nanowire diameter is D. Light is incident at a normal angle to the
array and either TE or TM polarized. Notice that we show here four of
the infinitely many nanowires of the array. Furthermore, we assume in
the modeling that each nanowire is infinitely long.

Fig. 2. Absorptance at λ � 920 nm in a horizontal array of InP nano-
wires for a fixed period to diameter ratio of p∕D � 3. Here, results
from full electromagnetic modeling (solid lines) as well as from an
electrostatic approximation (dashed lines) are shown for both TE
and TM polarized incident light.

Fig. 3. Absorptance at λ � 920 nm in a horizontal nanowire array of
period p � 900 nm for both TE and TM polarized incident light. The
arrows indicate peaks that arise from resonances in the individual
nanowires. The inset shows the field distribution of the TM01 eigen-
mode in an individual nanowire, as calculated also in [1]. The eigen-
mode shows up for D � 74 nm, and the dashed circle denotes the
nanowire.
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light, the absorptance does not drop from the value of 4%.
Even more interestingly, the absorptance shows a very pro-
nounced peak of A � 31% at p � 574 nm. Thus, the nanowire
array absorbs eight times more strongly in this sparse configu-
ration compared to the case of a tight-packed array of
p � D � 80 nm, where the array contains seven times more
InP. We note here that the reflectance of TM polarized light
shows a peak at p � 574 nm and a dip at p � 613 nm (see in-
set in Fig. 4). Such a peak–dip pair resembles the behavior of a
high-contrast grating where a Fano resonance, characterized
by a peak–dip pair, shows up due to the interference between
the normally incident light and an in-plane resonance of the
grating [28,29]. Thus, we have reason to believe that the
absorption peak in Fig. 4 arises due to the excitation of an
in-plane resonance in the nanowire array.

To understand the behavior of this absorption peak at
p � 574 nm, we show in Fig. 5(a) the dependence of the ab-
sorptance on both p and D. We find that the peak shifts to a
smaller diameter with increasing period. Thus, by tuning the
period, we find an absorption peak even for nanowires of just
50 nm in diameter. Actually, the resonance becomes stronger
at D � 50 nm compared to at D � 80 nm, and A increases
from 30% to 50%. We assign this absorption peak to a coupled
resonance between the TM01 resonance and a lattice reso-
nance. The lattice resonance shows here up at a period of

p ≈ λ∕nglass where the first diffracted order couples the light
scattered between neighboring nanowires. We note that
we have found similar, but weaker, peaks whenever
p ≈mλ∕nglass, where the mth diffracted order couples neigh-
boring nanowires (not shown).

We show in Fig. 6(a) the electric field distribution for D �
80 nm and p � 400 nm and in Fig. 6(b) for D � 80 nm and
p � 574 nm, which is at the coupled mode resonance. For
p � 400 nm, we see predominantly the excitation of the TM01

mode in the individual nanowires, without noticeable coupling
between the nanowires [see Fig. 6(c) for a schematic]. The field
pattern here follows closely that of the TM01 eigenmode solved
for an individual, isolated nanowire (inset in Fig. 3). In con-
trast, at p � 574 nm, we see how light is scattered between
neighboring nanowires through the lattice resonance [see
Fig. 6(d) for a schematic]. Due to this coupling of the TM01 res-
onance between neighboring nanowires, the intensity in each
nanowire is enhanced by an order ofmagnitude over that in the
case of p � 400 nm above, leading consecutively to the
enhancement in absorption by a factor of 8 in Fig. 4.

Regarding the coupling between nanowires, actually, at
p � λ∕nglass � 613 nm, we find that A ≈ 0 (Fig. 4) for TM po-
larized light. Further analysis showed that T ≈ 1 here (see in-
set in Fig. 4). Thus, the nanowires can become transparent to
the incident light. This Wood’s anomaly [20] shows up as fol-
lows. Part of the incident light scatters from the nanowires
into the first diffracted order, which propagates in the plane
of the array, that is, in the x-direction, when p � λ∕nglass. Also
this first diffracted order is TM polarized, and it is excited in
such a way that it is out of phase with the incident light at the
location of the nanowires (not shown here). Therefore, the
electric field at the location of the nanowires reaches low val-
ues, leading to A → 0 and T → 1.

We notice that there is a peak in the absorptance for TM
polarized light also at D ≈ 190 nm [Fig. 5(a)], but this peak
does not shift noticeably with period p. We attribute this peak
to the TM11 mode and the weak dependence on the period to a
weaker scattering of the TM11 mode compared to the TM01

mode in individual nanowires (not shown), which leads to
weaker excitation of the lattice resonance.

Fig. 4. Absorptance for both TE and TM polarized incident light at
λ � 920 nm in a horizontal nanowire array with nanowires of diameter
D � 80 nm. The inset shows the reflectance R and transmittance T for
both polarizations.

Fig. 5. Absorptance as a function of nanowire diameter D and array
period p for (a) TM and (b) TE polarized light at λ � 920 nm. The
dashed lines denote the diameter where the TM01, TM11, and TE01 res-
onances [1] show up in a single nanowire for λ � 920 nm.

Fig. 6. jEj2 for TM polarized light in the x–z plane at λ � 920 nm for
a period of (a) p � 400 nm and (b) p � 574 nm. Here, three nano-
wires of 80 nm in diameter are shown (dashed circles). Light is inci-
dent from the top side with jEincj2 � 1 and a region of 600 nm in length
both above and below the nanowire array is shown. Notice the differ-
ence in the color scale by a factor of 10 between (a) and (b).
(c) Schematic of the TM01 resonance in the individual nanowires in
(a). (d) Schematic of the coupled resonance between the TM01 reso-
nance and the lattice resonance in (b).
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We note that no peaks show up in A for TE polarized light
for D < 100 nm [Fig. 5(b)]. For this polarization, to maximize
A, it is best to use a tight-packed array with p � D, but even
then, the absorptance is limited to A < 4%. However, if we
allow for D > 100 nm, we find also for TE polarized light
an absorption resonance that shifts toward smaller diameters
with increasing p. We attribute this peak to coupling between
the TE01 mode, which is expected at D ≈ 190 nm, and the lat-
tice resonance. In this case A ≈ 50% can be reached.

We note that our results on the coupledmode resonance are
not exclusive for a wavelength in the immediate vicinity of the
bandgap wavelength. We have found similar results for InP
nanowires at for example λ � 600, 700, and 800 nm. Also,
we expect the coupled resonance to be a property of the nano-
wire geometry and the array period, and therefore not strongly
dependent on the exact choiceof thedirect bandgap III–Vsemi-
conductormaterial. Furthermore,wehave found thatwhen the
nanowires are placed on a glass substrate, the coupled mode
resonance showsup. In this case, the resonance shows increas-
ing strength as the nanowires are covered by a glass layer of
increasing thickness to resemble the case of nanowires fully
embedded in glass, as considered above.

We note that in experiments, nanowires of a finite length are
considered.Adetailedstudyof the impactof thenanowire length
on the coupled resonance is beyond the scope of this study.
However, we have found indication that the optical response
of nanowires of length equal to five times the wavelength starts
to resemble closely the response of infinitely long nanowires.

In conclusion, we have shown in the linear optical regime
that the optimum way to absorb light of a given wavelength in
an array of horizontal InP nanowires of diameter less than
100 nm is to use coupled optical resonances. By carefully tun-
ing the nanowire diameter and the array period, resonances in
the individual nanowires can couple between neighboring
nanowires through a lattice resonance.
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