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Synthesis of High-efficiency Fluorescent Carbon Dots for the
Detection of Metal Ions

QIN Zhen-xing, CUI Jun-chao, WEN Ming, WANG Wen-hai,
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(Department of Physicss School of Applied Sciences, Taiyuan University of Science and Technology ,
Taiyuan 030024, China)

Abstract: A carbon dots with blue light was synthesized by the N and S co-doped hydrothermal method.
After a series of optical and micro-structural characterizations, N and S elements could be sufficiently
doped by means of the heteroatom and functional groups on the surface of the carbon dots, which decided
as-prepared carbon dots to emit blue color fluorescence with the highest quantum yield of 54.27 %. Owing
to the strong fluorescence, the as-prepared carbon dots can be used as a sensing probe for the detection of
Ag' and Fe'" with high sensitivity and selectivity. Both ions possessed different quenching mechanism
and limit of detection with the variation of the ionic concentration through the fitting by Stern-Volmer
equation, providing a new approach for efficient detection of Ag" and Fe’" for the application.

Key words: S, N-codoped CDs; High quantum yield; Suface state; Metal ion detection; Quenching
mechanism
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(Photoluminescence, PL) [ 2 i . 2¢ 6 7 32 19 e R 3R 45, ik 2L 4R 7™ 75 BB 17 3 b b4 Rk 9 & T i .
H i Wt 5% 22 B R F 2% R T 18 24 19 O vk 5 8 CDs 3R 1 Ak 2% M 03 R el 1 5T, W DAAT R4 i CDs 1630
JEPERE Y XORAUR FHES) CDs JE Bt B2 19 3R B 5T , B CDs MBI A B AL T A B0 M 11 52 Br iz FH 4
FLHP L E TR (NSRS TE R A = G2 E) Z P BEEN N TR B2 ARG T %6
P77 % (Quantum Yield, QY) ik 99 %01 CDs™ B & AW & f A R T WG 2 3548 24 (1) J7 5 ok vl 3
CDs a2t e, CHEHR TR (O MA TR (N B2, 1 S, N-CDs'" fE2 5 CDs &G HERE 1) [ i, —J5
1A K 5 T A O CDs B JEA R RR 2 L 40 A= 2 A IEE 04 25 5 5 — O T L S BE BE AT B 51 AAT L3R
BELGIX R GOR AR Z A rTREME, W, T Ag” M BB BRI (-SH, =S %) a5k MR 1, B & Ag™ m
A UIRVE B, S, N-CDs i 2¢6 2x & AR B 2 i am s 4200, 3 S K I 3 40 e 2 19 4 I 5 14 4 77 JEL 86

HRp. C 20 & 2RI 5EE CDs AR He2' (Fe'' \Cu®" & mE 710 b Xt Fe' ™ An
Ag ' WK INBIE 5 I 22 AF i R & BB T2 — . Ag" 78 Tl L o 450k (14 it i o o 3% 3t . BT A Tl
e Ag IR DN — ELR — AN R AL BT — 28R T CDs MR 2 50 e 1 A6 0 2% 2 7 14 38 v R
TRBRNEHEKRSE T 5-OH, -COOH, -SH HI-NH, % 3t A # it i 1o A 556 82 5l 5 B i 7 82 19 O X
S EAE TR T 0 YD AR O, 2R R B S AT R AT Fe® T A Wa I 1 S T B B BT 5T A L O B 7R A
PR AR Fe' ™ B 058 v, B0 T R ) 9 8 AL RT DL L R B B & S R R B S ROt R
PEJLHIE S, N-CDs, % Fe' " Hl Ag ™ 3 26 4 & 55 746 00 (4 7 FH IF 98 A7 2 — A~ ZEIR AR 1 9 2R i B, 3%
BRI S F N JCEAB =5 A- 50 HE ARG I A FH R 5 b B 7 A2 TR o ) FH — B K FA i ) & T i 8 5 e oL i
i B-CDs , fie o 4 % 5 b 177 3 QY =54.27 Yo AR B & ™ 1 & S e, iz ik ikt Feb ™ il Ag” &8
BT I SO HLHITF 5T B8 T LA 0 R A R BT 25 5 00 R AR Sy R O e AS0RE RE AR R S T
KA, Tl B S B HRG T 3 T 4 B R T SR B0 B R SR

1 KI§

1.1 EHmMKF

4-Z FE R B W (4-Aminothiophenol » 4AT, 4l =98 %) MIFF & HR (citric acid, CA, 4l =>99.5 %) ik 7
NBTRL T Al A R A il e ) W K S 36 i AT AT 4 4l T 5 1) 4 iR 33 7 Ve YR e % 7 3 1% e 0 K R R A
.45 AICL » 6H,O,Cd(NO,), « 4H,O. CaCl, » 2H, O, BaCl, ,ZnCl, ,MgCl, * 6H, O,NaCl,LiNO; .
MnSO, * H,O,KCI,CuSO, « 5H,0.AgNO; fll Fe(NO;); * 9H, O, X\ ZFA T GLFERH T fb245 R
O] C ED FIR HEG B B R A BR 2 W) 45 W 8 T A ) 220 B A3 A 9 A R A i — 2P alifk.

1.2 B-CDs W%l &

T CAAAT=5.1(FE/RK L) ,0.21 g (9 CA F1 21 pL i 4AT 7E 20 mL B4 K . 28 I T 8 B bk
RN WG A HEARE NN Z R R IUE S A IE T, 160 ‘C TR 3 h. AR 2 E R, 535
A IR B OFORLITTE 199 SR S5 7E 16 000 rpm I 3 R B30 10 min DLBR 23X 228K 1 BORL. 250 J5  BUH: 1
BT BE T JC A E U CDs WL TR R SR £ BT 12 h R #E 70 T 5850, 20 24 h J5 B % &
TRAF.

1.3 B-CDs IR 1E

TE 550 F1 445 A 2 1F . % 5 B 7 2 18 8% ( Transmission Electron Microscopes TEM, JEM-2100, JEOL,
Japan) B & 70 HE R0 3% 5 B 7 0. 4085 (High Resolution Transmission Electron Microscopy, HRTEM) F{%&
KER TAEHE N 200 kV . # B b 28 e 21 456§ (Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer, FTIR) i fi
FH— ATR-IR 43 1T (EQUINOX 55, Bruker, Germany) , I 0 Fl 8 450~4 000 em™'. X 2L+
il (X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy, XPS) il {# ] PHI-5000C ESCA % %% £ (PerkinElmer Inc. .,
USA) , H X kil id Al Ko S0k .

ROGCVERE RAE 22 AP AT WO & 4 F UH-3900 841 /7] W' 4366 BE 1 (Hitachi, Japan) , £ 4 5 Hil
N 200~800 nm.Y6E & )t (Photoluminescence, PL) , % Yo B T e B M e Fa R R HE S/ B S % 6k
JEL (FLS-1000, Edinburgh Instruments) , DL & SCHLE] IT A 5965 & AR E iR F 917,
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N T ARARI G % CDs Xt 4 & B 5 A9 B #5820 B i & 7 13 Bl & s B 1 (11 35 B i) W
1 mmol/LI/K#E . AW 1 mL 48 B FH IR 55 2 mL AHF Y CDs ISWIR & % & 30 min 5, 800 -
T TR AR K SR B VR TR I T A [ 4 i B 1) B9 9 D6 D63 I 10 3% X8 10 9 ¢ D' 5 2 T 45 . 70531 T ) A )
Ag+Hl Fe3+ ¥ B KW, 2 Ja BN EEA I 20 pL 5 2 mL fr il & 19 CDs ¥ WUR & . 7 FE i E 30 min
Jei o B0 WA b W SR AR AR L B s R R O

2 ER5WiE

SCEGFRBH TG R AR AT A R R B[R] FEE JR EL 1 # RE B2 M g5 28 A BBk o5 kOGP BE R A
ZE ML S -1 NB-CDsTEAN R A & T HPLYG S d o v IR B, ECA + 4AT=5:1,160C

*
160°C, 3 h % >1,3h
—_ _— —_ ° 0,
g PYPYCT— g - Temperature/'C QY/%
5 X505 3032 s B * 1‘6‘2 2:9;-3(7)
z + 51 5427 z + '
£ x 52 4100 E * 1804106
= * 58 1364 = * 200 3047
- - + 220 1763
400 450 500 550 600 650 400 450 500 550 600 650
Wavelength/nm Wavelength/nm
(@) The diverse molar ratio of CA:4AT at 160°C, 3 h (b) The diverse reaction temperatures at CA:4AT=5:1,3 h
+
51, 160°C
g Time/h QY/%
= N A1 47178
g + 3 5427
8 * * 6 5274
= \ &
= *x 9 5153
¢ + 12 4616
400 450 500 550 600 650
Wavelength/nm

(c) The diverse reaction times at 160°C, 5:1

A1 FERBAGTHREANAS LS EGEEA LR G ELETFE)

Fig.1 PL spectra of the CDs prepared at diverse reaction conditions (the insert tables show the corresponding QYs of CDs)
T3 h R AR S A R E RO R TR, QY =54.27 Y% T LA SR B Z S E R A BB S AT KOG 4
PR FIE 55 45 440 1) A
2.1 B-CDs By % 4514

WE 2 iR WA B-CDs #5840 a] WO 15 A — A~ J8 W BRAE 248 nm &b, X IH P F 05 F ke 2
S50 sp"WEE C=N A mn * BRAE, 2% 1 A A e R B A s R LB 44 0o s rh o s R W] T AR
15 28 Xof Bl A5G WA RO AR L O A L 5 U i — T 0 A2 B 200 nm AR R R IS 05 BRI AL S A mom xR
I, AR AR SRR A S R 23 /N T 200 nm X T H A S SR TS /B BG AS (nomox BRI P8 19 S 80K G TEAEAE
300~400 nm Ay P HE B S0, SR T X HL YR AT H B 7E SR AP (365 nm) BRI R L BT 2 (o) 4 I AT LA
TH A WL ZE 3 B-CDs W 10 35 8 %06 PL BB OGIGAE 397 nm AAFAEVEAE , X5 1 & S GIEAE 463 nm Ak i
PR — R Gt o T — 2 T CDs 2¢ 6 R TR, B 2(b) JB R T AN FOR WK (A, = 340~440 nm, [A] f&
10 nm) & T B-CDs ¥ W B9 & 5 615 B 25 302 B K 38 K, B-CDs W WM & i KB PR RRTE Rl — 7 &,
R i A T PR DY A R R A5 U R S 5 B 1 AR R B — L S R I R R N AR R 0 R T A Bk
SUREHLER R D5 v 2 . AP TR S 5 08 I B A T B A L S AT 5 S B A Y Bk
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AR BN BB 2R B - SR AR A N R B A S O AR AR — ORI R R /3 T A R B Bk T O R A
K A D A A R B A MR U i B R LRIV T B /R T 2 X AT 2 B RE S L B O e R A B R
(14 A 38 B o 2 A Nz 81 B 255 P ) SR R 2 A ) 1 375 M 5 A KR R A5 4 sp? B 5 C= N B Y 7o > BRIT A AT
e TCikHEER th C=N § 26 K 10 F RE 1 D 19 B — 3R T 25 B9 T8 B 3 R RE T LA MG 30 S OB & 19 R 57 24
IR BATICHEHEBR BT K AB 2% AT AE. LA R B[R] AH 56 59 B0 73 B (TCSPO) £ AR AR B-CDs 3 3# #Y
DT Ay FLDEGTE W 2 U A AR B D AT P45 DL A7 A 0 10,05 ns. — BN 2 R M A 80y T 477
FPRFAE 2 R RS B-CDs B9 20647 4, ARG I S T i 1 — L858 i [l R Cn 23 756 D L 2 ) i i
JBE K AR SR, S BOR CA-NH) AT AR (CIN-SH) B 4 ik A n- RAEZ5 M) K00 i A%, M R m# C=N
B IS 3R iR R AT R S ) 3R 1 A R Bl A5 RO S A

k£, A 340 nm
+ 350 nm
* 360 nm
_ = = * 370 nm
2 S S <+ 380 nm
3 = = ¥ 390 nm
§ 5 5 # 400 nm
< = = %* 410 nm
ﬁ Abs = . 420 nm
& 430 nm
& 440 nm

200 300 400 500 600 700 400 450 500 550 600 650

Wavelength/nm Wavelength/nm
(a) Absorbance, excitation and emission spectra of the CDs in (b) Excitation-depended emission spectra of
aqueous solution, the inset are photographs of corresponding corresponding CDs

CD:s solutions under daylight and 365 nm irradiation

W2 B KRR R BEERE
Fig.2 Spectroscopic characterization of B-CDs at optimal fluorescence
2.2 B-CDs (R 4&EH
W 3Ca) J s F) FH 35 5 e B 8K T & L HY B-CDs AYJE S HERAE. 0] LA 1% 8% S50 UK IE | & 8 2
Gy A 5] RAR SR A AE 3.0~6.5 nm i H A &R SR Bk 2 A R SRR B, AT RATHSE I EE R 0.21 nm Y
T BT A 254 3K 55 A BB 1Y (10O A7 5 v — 350, B BH 2 2 A& v B-CDs #9785 4k &l 3 (b) S iZ ik s 19 2140k
7, Hh 2 700~3 500 cm AL FERY RO St T O-H/N-H/C-H 8 i 57 i 48 35 7 24K %, % 5 31 )5 61 R
PR -SH B RER .2 400 cm AL H B AR A S-H AR HIR S AN ZE 1 000~1 700 em ' S %G
BN T COOH,C=0/C=N fiffi#ksh, & ILH CONH = H 25 f 37 35, C-N FI C-O 337 /1 9 3 25 5k 5 40
OKOBE A LY ) IR S0 AE /N T 1 000 em A X L BT OR A BRZ N C-N-C/C-S- C RN 155, X
S Sh B4R 22 BRI BB 2 R G WL OT A IR S AR 1 e s B AL T T A IEE . Bk S XPS S AR 0% W A ik
B ICE & R AR E AR 046, 8 3(c) ~ (D B-CDs 19 XPS ik WE 3(o) T LLH H L i S H C.O N Al
S VYA TG A X L B S KUK 74.26 %0 ,24.22 % . 1.27 Y% F1 0.24 Y6 HAAR SR PEL B 3(D s 0 BRI Cls
it R T L 284.6 ¢V .,286.1 €V ,287.3 eV Hl 288.3 eV .0 i DU 454 i , 4> %l J& T C-C.C-N/C-S,
C-O fl C=N/C=0.2EF 555 . K 3Ce) ™I N1s BEIELE 398.8 eV H1 399.7 eV A4b 0T 43-fiff by Wi A~ 1, 4
I JE F N-H FI g /ntk e 200 JE AL B 3CD T S2p MG TR 5 B R s X F B /N e R A G, IR
— BB A3 W 5 0, 2 X OGS A N 161.7 eV, 162.2 €V I 168.1 eV, Bl IS XF I i1 T 1 e B 18 B 24 (S
2p3/2 F1 S 2pl/2) ) C-S-C A5 (e My BUZ5 4424 L J5 F XN C-SOx-C (=2, 3, D)@ L b 43#r, ol LA
F RS R EZEEB O IE T RO R (S N B, KB A £ &0 X Bk i 1 R
SRR G S5 LR 53 AN FEASTR] pH 25 E T s LT R B R E
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(a) TEM/HRTEM images of B-CDs (b) FT-IR spectrum of B-CDs
4 Raw
Ols Name | At% + Fitted line
Cls | 7426 1 * Background
Cls | ois |2422 Cls : g-ﬁ/c
—_ —_ -N/C-s
a s : )
= S # C=0/C=N
5 2
£ k|
600 500 400 300 200 100 281 283 285 287 289 291
Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV
(c) Full-scan XPS spectra of B-CDs (d) High resolution Cls peaks of B-CDs
A Raw 4 Raw
+ Fitted line . + Fitt?{d line ‘
* Background . * Backgroun
Nis * NeH _ S2p * CSC(S,)
£ < Pyridinic, Pyrrolic = + C-S-C(S,)
g Y w g x C-SOC
z B
5 5
£ g
ﬂ\ M“A_M A F ]
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Binding energy/eV Binding energy/eV
(e) High resolution N1s peaks of B-CDs () High resolution S2p peaks of B-CDs

CEREY- S T L T2 LY
Fig.3 Morphologic structure characterization of B-CDs at optimal {luorescence

23 B-CDs X ERBBFHINNAER

T B-CDs WG PEREARH U057 . BEAE TR A A 2 & 25 1 M 2O F . N 4 () i LU M A Ag™
M Fe' J& » B-CDs ¥ W 8979 ' 5 B2 AR T I A A 5 Ja B 5 A0 3 0 KR B2 e K e il 2 X Fe ™ A PR KL
FIERTE « Bl X EEPRE B-CDs o] LAFRR I Ag™ F1 Fe'™ KT, 9 Fh 25 - J2 & 7E A I rh S5 8 BT 40 5 52
PRSI rbr o S 4 B 1 Mk B I 2 T AT A ) A PR CROR L X S )R, R AR EIR AR 23 AL B 4 (b) L A
2 mLAYBR S ER P B IMAT 20 pL A9 0.005 mol/L B Fe' " Fl Ag™ Jia . M T Fe' " L IMA Ag™ BB 55
WA T B AW LT RS LG X R E AEAR R R A Ag ™ R B s TR T KSCR AR AN 4 (o) s 3E
W POCTF o M B, A 6 Jm B 7 BN AR 50D 75 i B F A 8 R T A T R R A Y 7 T RE SR
HT T A RHLE TR B i 103 A o R B0 3 R G AT A O AR B A e 1 TR K e g B R e e
[vi) 2 8 A D 1 Sk Tl o 2R TR 2 1 &0 s i T A JE B T I SE WL AR A R AR AL R A T WY R AR L R IR
[vi) e B2 25 1 A 23 ML 18] 7 2 S 2 R T B-CDs 78 S B b T HP R % 60 3 26 8 7 11 24 55 2 4.
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A CDs
+ CDst+Fe* 3
- * CDstAg" <
S g
) £
< 2 z
~ <
K S <
2
©
< 210 225 240 255 270 285
Wavelength/nm
Blank AI** Cd** Ca* Ba® Zn**Mg* Na" Li* Mn** K" Cu®* Ag" Fe** 200 300 400 500 600
Wavelength/nm
(a) Comparison of PL intensities of B-CDs after adding different (b) Absorbance spectra of B-CDs after adding
metal ions with same concentration of 1 mmol/L low-concentration Fe** and Ag+ respectively
3000 A CDs
+ CDstFe*
2500 * CDs+Ag*
\;’/ 2000 Samples 7,/ns A,/% t/ns A,/% Ave.t/ns
E* 1500 CDs 1005 100 1005
% A CDstFe" 166 4620 623 5380 501
£ 1000 CDs+Ag" 1.85 39.18 680 60.82 6.06
500
0

0 20 40 60 80 100
Decay time/nm

(c) Lifetimes of the CDs solution after adding Fe** and Ag" respectively

B 4 Fe'" fa Ag’ 3 B-CDs ¥ il 89 7% & 2 K 3% Jt
Fig.4 Fluorescence quenching effect of Fe’™ and Ag™ towards the CDs solution

Pl 5 FIP 6 AT T Ag™ Ml Fe' X B-CDs Y I3 B TR K FUAEE. 52610 KM B — 53 R i A5 0

KNSR, Forp, s A VK CH R /2 Stern-Volmer J5 -
%ZlJr/eqroC:lJerC (D
K, FofF 23 0 2 U8 0 42 8 88 105 Bk s M DGR T o ke 2 U0 F I K R0 H oo i IOA I AT K
FIHT 56 & (i 6, C 2 VKR E K & Stern-Volmer % K8 5 E 5 Rl LAF L BEE Ag'
A BE A 0.000 03 mol/L BN E 1 mol/L By B2 b, e S0 WA PL 5 B2 328 W 00 55 » B Je 3 79 2R 18 5(b)
H— P WR T ik SO KT G PLEREELL Fo/F FEFWRE C Z 8y ¢ R @it Stern-Volmer 5 #& 7F 3
MRS FE N A3 T y:o 026 0x +1.065 0 (R=0.9985) & 7 #&. 11 T =, = 10.05 ns, 5 15 2|
k,=2.6X10" L« mol ' « s ', XA~ 45 R W AR T I W 40 F 97 80H 80K o B9 M BR (K gy =2.0 X10" L«

30
Ag'
3%10°° mol/L 23
_ 20
E w ;;(())_0929(;05)&1 10650
E’ E 15 -
5 10
=
y=43.3570x+0.7654
5 R=0.9786
0 05 1.0 15 20
0 C/mmol L'
0 150 300 450 600 750 900 1050

Wavelength/nm C/mmol-L!

B 5 Ag'at B-CDs ¥ & # 7 6 2 X AL #
Fig.5 Fluorescence quenching mechanism of Ag' towards the CDs solution
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1600 . Fes |
3%10° mol/L. | y=2.1205x+0.9985
~ 1200 & 4| Re09872
2 =
C . ‘
= 800 0
£ S !
2 0 002004 0.06 008 0.10
= 400 C/mmol-L"!
-
0.01 mol/L 0l m-mmm—= f-/
400 450 500 550 600 650 0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Wavelength/nm C/mmol-L™!

B 6 Fe'™ 3t B-CDs ¥ i B9 7 6 % K L #|
Fig.6 Fluorescence quenching mechanism of Fe'™ towards the CDs solution
mol ' o s™ DU LR UL T S AR K A B SR AT WL 5 Cb) 37 B TR L IR BE I A X ik A A TR R K
PRI —B X R T A MR E R T REE A S Ag’ R MAE I A W B S 8 R A R
Stern-Volmer FFEHIAEF] T y=43.35702+0.7654 (R=0.9786) B L& 1 & Z&. W AR , ik 5 Rk B Ag
6 B8 2 90 B R R4 6 T Fel T PR, K 6Ca) iR T BEH W M 0.005 mmol/L %] 10.0 mmol/L, §&
SOV PL 5 B2 28 ek 55, 0 HOR AR BE I, PL Y K ik B2 38 K G ek & 6 (b rh Fo /F 1 C By R AT LA
SBEN . WHE ZE TSN ALM LR SN E R Feb ™ Xk &5 00 1 K AR L 2148, SR 00, 1% 1€ B i (0 ~
0.1 mmol/L) F|Ji] Stern-Volmer #5153 .y =2.120 52 +0.998 5 (R=0.987 2). 4K , V& K Ay £k V7 [l
ABIHAR /N RS HAS A BR S 5.94 pemol /L IEHE KT Ag’ BY4S5 . 55 4, B0-E 3R W1 & vk B2 i Fe® Xk £
(P RAFA TS VER B M 56 R (EAREE A 1), BT R, XF T 8 A o B 88 28 18 Ak, s R BE 1) 3 25 0 i 25
VR L [F AR e oy & B DL S5 R ULHT, I D 42 8 25 XF ik sl A7 3 S8 AN Tl P G AR IR BE B, Ag ™ T8
K R BRI Fe® " B oAy T 35 3 S0 S 48 2R SRy 12 s G R A S SR AL T ) A S SRR RN T RR A

3 #Fig

AR S I R R T SR AA 4 SN A A SEBE T — Rl RS AE S N TR B ARk A T A ER AR,
CDs W AT A H e 77 F8 00 0 02938 1k A G R PE FUE S A5 44 73 07 o fh ik R T Y C=N K 'H BE AP
AR 3R T BB B A 32 1 R e A Y O AL R RE T A i A S A B A T AT R AR 6 4 B B A
PIWFFE T Ag™ A Fe' ™ B RE VR IR 5, B KALIR I AN AR [R] 5 3% Ay 3200k 3 7E 58 B W HT oh X6 1 o g - i) 45 031 42
HE T —Fh AT Z AR Tk
5% 3k
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