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Abstract Vortex beams have physical properties such as spiral wave-fronts, phase singularities, and orbital angular
momentum, which have important applications in particle manipulation, quantum information, super-resolution
imaging, optical communication and so on, and become the spotlight of optical researches. Owing to the rapid
development of the optical coherence theory, the researchers have introduced the coherence as a new degree of
freedom into the vortex beams and proposed the partially coherent vortex beams as an extension of coherent vortex
beams. Such partially coherent vortex beams, compared with the fully coherent ones, have their unique physical
meanings and optical properties. Particularly, some new peculiar effects (such as coherence singularities, beam
shaping, polarization switches, and self-healing) emerge when the coherence and the topological charges of the
partially coherent vortex beams are modulated. Here, an overview on the fundamental theory and the development
history of the partially coherent vortex beams is presented. The theoretical models, the propagation characteristics,
the experimental generations and measurements, as well as the applications are introduced with the combination of
our recent research works.
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Fig. 1 Spiral wavefront structures™ . (a)-(c¢) Right-handed
spirals; (d)-(f) left-handed spirals

B 1 A R BT A L I8 E O R IE B AR AL A
KO I HOZARAL & A 6ROt o 2 A AL B

AARWEE, K2 jﬂ/r%ﬁ;@‘ﬁﬁﬁf;‘ﬁﬂ?ﬁ(z—o)ﬁt
(a) -

()]

oﬂ!

Phase /rad
B 2 WWTEE R AE IR T (2= 0) 4b (%) 6 58 43 A & F0AH 17

FUY, @) [l =15 (b 1=1; (c) 1= —1;

(D [11=3; () I=3; (D I=—3
Fig. 2 Intensity and phase of vortex beam at source plane
(=0 () [tl=1; (b) {=1; () {=—1;

(d) [11=3; (e) (=3; (D [=—3

0126004-3



% {5

By o A AR AL . B 2(a) (DR T =
1.3 iR BESE AR AE YRR 1 (2 = 0) &b iy 65k & iy &
AT R THE DG TR A Ol 5 5t 2SO0 A A, B P R
F 3 S AR AL AT s g R Y, O BB & 36 7 Y
s nmEARSER, K 2o, (e) (D ailg
th T B A [ A M B 368 T D' SRR D' 1R T A 1 R A5
L. el AT AL i 2R A M A R T CBO L AR K
I TR £ 75 1] 34 10 5 G SR AR AL B2 207, I 4
FNT RN Lo DU AR, 38 B BT A AR A 2 22
TG IR P s B AT R — A R DG R
MUITE R — S5 S AR AL L b, PRt IR O A e B Y
AR BAT AN E 1
BEAh ek 3 95 3R i O A A Gl LA 31— &
I HE A KN R OB e B AW 52 e M T IR E B
FREIOOSI L G, 57 4 R T i I e O R L o8 4 A
TR 2R e T I8 E O B 5 A R T S R E ' TR
524 HH T i B DL ZE RO R AR
2.2 EBETRMESREIREE
X TR AR T O, — M5B ST R
5 3 v 4R 8 1 K T 4 AR T O TR 43 S s R O
LRSI IS 55 i R
DO 7115 E R R 7 O 1 ) 3 E el 151 T A )
28 S % PR AR Gix B H 2 8 2 [R]85 ) Sk
XF AT RAE 0 B
Wr, ,ry) =(E(r )DE" (ry,)), (3
Kfrer, e, 30 FRom P B A SR E R
iy (COMRBMARG VP HBE,; « ERRE iz
R IO PE- W AWNEIE- W LI C ¥ L7 i ER R 2
PR TS AR A L B
Wr.ry) = AGr)DAG) gy ,r)explil (0, —0,) ],
€Y)
K AGD) AT ry Fr, A SR
BRI 0, .0 AT s g Crosro )RR Fir,

PRI 52 ] f 25 ] QI R 80 X IO R B
W Carter-Wolf JEUENY X F B & 1)
O TR 7 8] G I R B80T A2 R 0T 15 R B G BB 43 A L B
g(ry,ry) exp{— W} ,
20}
P o, RAOCRMALGEM T . # G XLA W
K15 3

5

Wr,,ry) =A(r1)A(rZ)exp[— (rl_rZ)J .

20;
explil (0, —0,) ], (6)

52 S B R (6) XA 3K — S &R 2 AR T iR
JHE G SRR Ay v - /R B R DG TR . 3 i 1 4 (6) =X
R R 53 A0 [RRE AT LLAR B 8] B4 38 43 A0 T 5 -
WHRBIRBECH . b, Gori 455 (58 & B 4
AT OGR4 23 0] G 356 ok ER0O0T A H R BR T i85 -1 7R
BEOCTR A3 A 52 th 1 A H A R e -3 R B DG Bk
(OUFRFF IR IR ) pRE 1 B 5 1 2% 1, A DR B2 763X
JrE A T R EE R IR 6) X
18 2% [1] SC I 45 Ay ok B0, — 28 HLAT 5 5K 5[] G 15K pR 2K
14 0 43 K IR TE G TR 7R A R 4k R ST HE
XA ——51 2,

AR D B 25 09 A [R] 2 2 30 0 A 1 e Ol o S
A 43 S 2450 Ot 4 25 Ok 2 40 AR T IR EOG SR RIAE 342
i 41 25 2 1 % 40 A T BE O R . AE % Bl T DL AR
T3 S ] Y B8 SR g B A R O o HL
FFRAE |

[W“.(rl,rz) W”(rl,rz)}
W(r,,ry) = > (D
W.(risry) W, (ri,ry)

AW (ryor))=(E,; (r DE;(r;)) (a,f=x,y),
E. ME, 73 ERaAmBIGREAE 2y Tl o,

XT38 50 i 4 25 19 < 1 B 40 AR T IR O R, A
P o 30T 2R A Ol TR AR S R T B Y B
S B R W T ] AR R N

rZ rZ
Waﬁ(rlarz):AaAﬁBnﬁeXp[_ : -

4w’ Aw;

(rl _r2)2

> }exp[il(@lﬁg)](a,ﬁ?:x,y% (8)
20;5

KA, A, SRR IRIELE 2.y J7 1) Lo ot
B..=B,,=1.B,,=IB,, lexp(i¢., )N x.y &
BRRARE 0., BARW w2 W WA 25:B,, =
B, sw, Flww, 435 3 7R %5 Ny [m] 43 48 b 0 o 2
B30, o, AP oy S BBy A A DG R B
FE 30, w0, 20 R AN 6] 4 22 8] Y B DG HK R ALY 2
T . RSO0 U PR T R I Y —

SE MR B A
Xof T 2495 i 41 2 7Y R B 0 AR T REG R
A 1) i 45 798 43 AR T s B8 O o HAE DG IR i 52
S 2 R B T AT DL R R
rir,cos @,cos 0,

W},.J.(rl,l”g): TQ (9)

2
wWo

0126004-4



% {5

rir,cos 0;sin 0,

W.,rvr))=———F—"—T, (10)
Wy
Wy,z(rl"”z):W;y(harz), 1y
W, (ryoryy = ir2sin0isinGe . o)
wo
Hrfr,
[ r%+r§) |: (rl—r2)2:|
T =exp|— > exp|l————— |-
w; 20,
exp[ll(@l *02)]9 (13)

Ao o, (R A R 12

3 WA R BE SR A A A% e
A E T 56 2 I MR A Ik R

SR AR T I G A SO 0 B A A

AR 25 A R SRl AR 95 PG A T

Intensity

P 3 HLA AN TR AR T 1% 350 23 AR 1 i e 't R 7 B2 37 14 Dl iR 3 A

Fig. 3 Far-field intensity distributions of partially coherent vortex beams with different coherent lengths

WAL 4 A7 TH A 2858 53 A5 TR E G AR B AL SR
3.1 HTFFREK

56 4 AH T i e O o 7R A% i aok A v B Y6 5 43 A iR
LARFF 2 OB L RDGBE O SO IR IR A R E
F Pl 2 AT AL 32 R 5F B R E T OB IZ
PR AHAL 2T 5o X5 T3 23 A T it e O 3R, B AR
T A REEAIG L O 8 43 A 78 80 DA 25 0 S A% 43 AT T AR
B A AR 3 N . 3R A T IR E G R
B4 O R A T2 T T A B A S AF A B AT DL Y
J5E R A 7 A A5 (0 R AR A G IS A T (B2 X
T Y UE — b 5 ) S I R AT A K R B
JHAT AR T S % ASBUE 1 AN [\, — i 23 LU IRE o7
BEDVRARAL A Y R U AR L A T R e O
SR R 114 R A S

>
£
=
17}
=
Q
=
=
=]

Ca) B Ak 5 (b)Y 3 A 2% 5 CoO AR 1

[59]

(a) High coherence; (b) moderate coherence; (c) low coherence

W(r,.r,)
Wr,,rOWr,,ry)

XA Groor) B W ey ary) X RE Y 635 AT BE [ %
Wrisr) H—ME SR, HERSH L r, =
(0,0 I, 3l JE (14 2 A e A A 4 LA T8 B A5 485 1Y) T
2 I, AR i 5 (BP0 B 0 A1 o EL I A 1 0 (9 4 o2
Sl —A 1w IR, A 4(a) (o) i Bk S
Frir,=(a,0) (a70) B, 1 2 (14) 2y B 47 41
B ARG A B R B BRI e b S5 A =
O B % 5 RS A A % 7 AR A7 EL AT A 2 L G A 4
(b) . (D) 7R 5 2 DX T 58 4 A 1 6 v AR A7 & 55
O 4 A 6 A A 7 AT A5 SRR O AE T AT A

BB AH TG A T3 S 2 A TR Y
AAASE AT AT AE — 5 1Y 56 462 0C 28 L 3 2o 3 455 A0 % 7T
DISEOE — % Z [ 0 A B AL, BAR T A s B 5
Z2% M BUER XY IR Z b B AR
IR B 1 B0y 26T 3 B 2 5 0GR 1Y 52 e, BF Y
R IR 3E 3 AR AR B N B F A3 A T R E ' A BT 4

/A(rlyrz)z =0, (1D

Iu[rlr(oio)] Iu[rl)(a’)o)]

Modulus
(a) .

P4 AR 1B AR 23 AR T I O TR Y Dl 3 AH T R B R

AR AL A 5% ) (b5 (o) (d) AR

Fig. 4 Far-field modulus and phase distributions of
spectral degree of coherence of partially coherent
vortex beam with topological charge of 15%.

(a)(b) Modulus; (c)(d) phase

0126004-5



% {5

B AH T A 25 TG TR Ak OGS N AR A BT A 5 TR
I X AR T 43 SUTE [ H 28 TH) R A i i 3 A o
W AT T AH I BRI IE , I & BAE R 38 985 LN A T 4
SRR 23 A W By o B A% A o R b 2 B B R
AR AT AR 7 A 5 R4, T 2 4 50 4%
S ARAAE S S % Rk EmEEA
DOm0 2 J L AR S X Ak ok AR A T
AT A 77 A ATL B R J 5 0 TR P A 4 A S RN D0
TV PRANBEGE . Wang SEH0010% 55 NS H FiE 52
T REALEOE O A R 0 R R L B L 2
Fb BB I~ fE E A B2 0 T OB b A T SE E e
A DS 50 BRI P 5 I X AR T AT S A T BE R
HEAT THESE I DL G2 3 O 2 R0 A g 2 A
AR M 1 2 B R K, AR T3 ) E i kR
$& 4t T % fli. Raghunathan 55 DL K Zhang
SRy BRI ST 43 A T H R 0O R L S AR 1)
i 41 3 43 AR HL RO TR T AR T A S A AE L AR
T A7 s bR OGS HE ) B R OB, O R
T L AR R B 5 R B R BRI i A T A
UL B R — AR E I R L O BB R IR
AR BE /N X A A A AL DL e AR S K
B 25 ok R AR B e HEEIT
3.2 HAEEW

XoF T AT AT — HEOG L BE 08 4 fe WU 22 3 1Y
Yr3E B HOBRAE B . 58 3.1 75 P 82 S A3 A
T30 JE D' TR A A T BE 8 R AR 23 % OG5 A3 A 7 AR
RS, I FOAH AL A7 s IH 2 o 58 b L ai i ™ 4%
P AR T BE /N AT RS2 B 43 AH T I O Rt
Sy AR E PR . RS V)R AR T AR, R AR
(B ) 23 77 A2 25 0 P TR & 307 46 A [ O i 4
At R E D46 AR T B, R — R ) R A b
o BB i 41 BE /AN [RRE AT LA 31 2 AL ol 5
FEAEPES O 2 AS RREE 2 X LA R R DG B R
B AR 1 FR 43 A T 108 TE O o 8 DI B A R I A R AT
TWEFE & B R A 1 5 T 25 k) oR B8O 32 0 5 4
i T Pk g IR AR Y, B S B T R
AN [0 B A T BE B4 iz 55 21K e H0 G R R e Ot SR 7E R
b s oy A 2 o o, G=a, y) FoROLIR
IYHRTE p.-o, TR B " HE 7 B AR bR, AT LLE .
M) b A T BE BCE AR ZNEE, S5 52 25 00 43 A7 s B A
G AF T B B 1G5 528 ¥ DN 2 0 3 A VA s B
G35 2] 46 AH T B OB AR % I, SR S 2% T i
RS O oA BB e . TR AR I8 5 Ry AL
T 505 50 10 58 4 A0 T P 35 2K - T I E O R O

S8R T A AR PR 8 A AN TR L 3K 2 R O O s 1 DY 58 4 A
43 HR T 38 E O AR HR I E AR L ) B R T R RO
T 25 4 pR B = LRI A 25 SR . M Bh AR T
AR /NI, 7 55 7K -5 0T 5% B 445 A) bR 50GF O 5 Ak 7Y
PE R AR AR O6 R A 0 A i s BB AT
P 10y 358 L G BB 285 KA R A R AP P B L T TS T
FRASE F) R S A FH 8 38 5 £ A5 25 0 4 A 3 T T
2R I 18 Ak B R 43 A 20 e AR T R B B —
(BN, DG 25 F49 o 250 17 97 ) P FH 4 22 W6 1T 30 T A
7 14 98 AR T 46 R 32 S VR D, Ol 5 R B U 1k
BLas O Ai . Zhang 29X B £ 5 8 L B 45 44
BRI 50 ) 0 43 A T I8 JE 't TR 1 5 U R M 1 BF 5
Wt —H WU T EaR S5 B A AT PR,
2 1 3T 5% BR 45 M bR B0 O A A A R 3 A R
FH S IR0 45 O 5 52 58 T80 40 A5 5 B 25 AH T M 0 38 5
2 1 0T G K 5 F o 0% VR SV FE U L I E A
A 1 8 A R 2 3 5, I O A5 Ol 5 5% T P T
G AR Ry v A A0 s Fe A AE BT UR AR TR 2 88 K
38 AR B oA LA R E R R Y A 0 4 A, Xu
L8] I p e Ml AR A L 6 AR 1) i IR P 25 R - 3 56 Bk
TR E R e B RS T RO A R P AT T
WFSE . 3 3 R 45 O BK 245 4 oA L ¥ F T 450 Gl E AR
B0 F) UG AH T B 55 2 B0 50 3 O 5 A AE SR
WA R 20 A B AR 2 A A0 = 4 TN IR A A = 2 ]
() R E 4 . B Ah, Guo 48U FI Chen 451 43 5
X 43 AH T i 6 B B S B e e R v RN 42 0t
RO FR B IS 6 BE e 5 8 Ak Rk R AT T W T
LT f e M 2 fh O AR B A 1 BLIE AR Bl
RS WE R 7 1) 5 HE A AR Ah R AR S A 6. Liu &0
B 7R T H A3 A TR 2K - T B 6 SROE R 1 A&
S BE 7. 2 TR O U T BE R T R AT A B S L 3
SR TE A5 ok FR R 2 B A IRAE B, 1 A Y
5| S 1 e 2 I NE B T A 0 S e % T Ak R BT 2
BE L 3% 55 B A I8 Y s ' iR 11 e Ak 45 SR AH T
3.3 mIRAEWK

ot - A 24957 i 415 25 9 % 135 4 A T OB i
3 A AR 1o i I 6 B BB SR A AR R s L
% i 3k R o0 A 1) i B IR S B AR R R AR A
6Cal)~Cel) il , B A AR R LM 4, 20 (5 (Bl 1)
AR A T (B2 F) W 13 fd P . EL S, X T30 4
HH 42 1] et 41 308 ' SR 7 T8 AR C i 40 F 5
O AU i $5 J3E 2 50738 340 87 HL A% B o A v 1)
PRAS RO B 6 (a2) ~ (e2) &l 6 (a3) ~
Ce3) T 7n o WL, 2 1] i B 7E A% % 3k 2 v 326 ¥4 o AV

0126004-6



(al) 0,=0.1 mm (b1) 0,=0.2 mm

0,=0.38 mm ) 0,=0.52 mm

5, 12 e, gjig @2)—,:“;1‘.:;&;‘;;";:3 3, 12 m g, 1S )
SZOATA S AR | SE 5
X Neln [ X Reld
Té% o6 f A \ Sg06f / V) £506/ E50.60
Y S/ O\ \ =t
z '()..«/‘ ) \'.._4 Z 0k : 0 “z 0_‘_./ o
-2 -1 0 1 2 -1.0 05 0 05 1.0 -0.6 -0.3 0 03 0.6 -06-03 0 03 0.6
p,/mm £, /mm

p, /mm p,/mm

(a3) 0,=0.82 mm 0,=2.0 mm (d3) 9, is infinity

1.4 eoretical resul 14 14 - 14

g, 12 ] g, 1200 S| B, 120 e Tp 12 :hx;zr:::s:m“;:a

SEo8l 5 S21or SE 1.0 /\\ SE 1o

5708t 2708 52 0.8f 3 5% 0.8f

2500 S206[ \ | EZoe VAV, £5 06}

5= 0.2k ¢ 8‘5047 5 SE04f 4 55 04r lI

sEoz / § 27 03 Yo 27028 J ] 2 O LJ -
~04-02 0 02 04 030 0 030 -0.30 0 030 02 010 0102

P, /mm p, /mm p,/mm P, /mm

Bl 5 HATRERI GG AR T BE 00 By hL 3 /K- 307 5 16 168 e O R 76 £ 3 Ab 19 Ol B 43 A0 B 0 X I 9 — 48 43 7 (o, = 00 BRI,

(al) ~ (d1D) IR 377 5 (a2) ~ (d2) B 5 Cal) ~ (d1) X B ) — 4k 4377 B 5 (a3) ~ (d3) JE R 434 5 (ad) ~ (d4) B 5(a3) ~
(d3) % R ) — 4k 53 A €]

Fig. 5 Intensity distribution and corresponding cross line (p, =0) of focused Laguerre-Gaussian correlated Schell-model
vortex beam at focal plane for different values of initial coherence width &,. (al)-(dl) Intensity distribution; (a2)-
(d2) corresponding cross line (o, =0) of intensity distribution in Figs. 5(al)-(d1l); (a3)-(d3) intensity distribution;

(a4)-(d4) corresponding cross line (p, =0) of intensity distribution in Figs. 5(a3)-(d3)

2=350 mm

0.30

7 6 Eﬁﬁlﬂ?ﬁﬂ\ﬁﬂ’]%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ;@ﬁf)ﬁ"ﬂ?&(r%ﬁ;%j‘ﬁﬁﬁfElEE 2 ] o S [ £ 5 B 5 4 25 0l 0

Fig. 6 Evolution of state of polarization for partially coherent radially polarized vortex beam with different topological

charges at several propagation distances in free space'*"

0126004-7



% {5

I i 3 T AR < 24 2 =0 I, [ 28 s 14 A 22 T e T
A % o 175 4158 00 Sy A AR TR A 4 5 24 £ <0 B IE G AH
Ko BEAN, Y 10 B A 5 S2 E  J r iE 1<<0
A (B30 S22 306 FsF By 1 E 5 D 3 ok el A 2R S o A
TR TE A I UG A I ar 1 KN FAF S, ] DL Sz
(L EirE R ORI s SR ey SR VA A SR BT e

A ONE W] AR FH T R0 A A 4 44
34 HTESHHEK
X T 58 A AH TG — B S iR R R B AR
,H\%im*hri % T 38 43 A TR A — B LA X%
BRI R L T R F 9 AL i R L X 58 SR o R
ﬁ?ﬂﬂeﬂa&i}iﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂ,ﬁ\ﬁﬁjﬁwﬁﬂlﬁr}?ﬁ%ﬁ
2=0.3f

CAOT. AT IE5 A, 5650 4 T IR e LR 1
O i A T B A A% Hi ek R v R B R ) 5 R 43 A R
I, R 43 A TR 56 R w8 00 O R 23 AE R AL B A —
AN B 165 A T 1) [0 0 (B8 B A0 4t 25 #7001 7 Cal) ~
dDFrR, KRR N 56 RSHA6 X
(N=2p 4+, p RFH 5 IR 81942 w48
BO o UL, 38 8 32 (] Co [52 R AL A8 235 4 ] A S ¥4 43
IR R Y A MK RO QR A N 5 |
TR BECHR B IS T L B b s B —
(9 19 A 52 BE 7 o RIVAE S R S R I 4 e 4 G 1 L A
IH BE A6 75 £ 5 A0 15 3 28U 7 5 454, a1l 7 (a2) ~
(d2) s,

2=0.6f z=f Degree (())f coherence

p /mm

(1)
~05
-1.0

-1.0

((11) 1

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

*08 oo

7 A3 A T LGy B A G A B2 38 A P

Fig. 7 Evolution of spectral degree of coherence of partially coherent LGy, beam'™ . (al)-(d1) Without occlusion;

P, /mm Degree of coherence
1.0

0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2

o (@) ~(dD T 5 (a2) ~ (d2) A Y

(a2)-(d2) with occlusion

4 FRIR AR R BE DGR A S5 7 AR

LR 7 A 58 4R 1 T8 58 6 3 O i A 355 48 X
Bk TR A B0 IR A A A I | S ) I A
(SLMVD B 383 55, {5 J2 3505 43 AH 168 e D6 3 A0 7= A=
FIEAR L AT E R sh A Bk B A T
B N DA B A BT 4 B A D LA 2R R o A T IR ek
H S5 7= A D ik
4.1 FHEEGHE T E%

B 25 IS A 7 A 1 R AR I R S O L e A
Bh s &5 B IR [ax B I8 E B T Bt
(RGGD)H-00- 1 s: g ] Jij g A% SLM A0 R,
BT A B9 A TR O IR A AR T L = A4y
HAF R W HE G A, SR J5 AT SLIM (i 82 5 AH A7 4D
I T8 A A8 SR 7 A T A T TR B R

H R E AN 8 () BT R, — A E AT
PRBOLR A B L, 28 T8 e B A
LIRS BE L i H ) 6 B T LA U E 1

AEM TR, R I Zernike EH, R LB L,
o S0 B Bl (OG0 A 2 8 4 A1 T BT o 0T 23 A Y iR
R B 08 A% (GAF) Jhy i i il L8 3 R 2
BT 7 A — A 5 1] PR A 1 v - RO R SRS
HESRE 2 A0 2 SOG4 B BT R SLM |, 7= A 4
A i e AR A S AR T e 30 108 JE O AR b JE AR L Y
T2 s T LR MR T A A AR R S ) H v g
ﬁxlﬂﬁﬁéa [SEQUE A ST =T i o ol 1/ 7

RN EIE 4 B ET)  wr LU B OR R A &6 4 A T
{%ﬁmfﬁﬁ(ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ:% IR-m oo .
PR DGO T B /N5 T SRS 2 B ORLRS 72 )3 M
M) RSB L, AR ARG FE BB L
REOCHERNA I R B, — [ E 1P
A R A A Ly 5 R I T R R A A S
T B RS T b I OEBE RN, RESCEEB /N LR
PRI B R B2 /0N, 5 3] 1% 3 43 AH 1 I8 T Ol T Y AR
TR, sz AR TN, B 8(b & il T
S vp A B AN )R T N 1 ER 43 A T v 2 T

0126004-8



—— theoretical results

= i(Z)- o is infinity
NEosf

S 2 06t

% = 0.4r

SR02r \

-02 -01 0 0.1 02
& /mm

3. %(2): 0,=0.85 mm
SE08t

S £06r

EZoaf

S5 02t

2

02-01 0 0102
2 /mm

Pl 8 ) PRI e = B B 80 2 ) O 91 At g 72 A= 3 20 A0 T s O R

Fig. 8 Generation of partially coherent vortex beam by rotating ground-glass disk and spatial light modulator

DPSSL: diode-pumped solid-state laser;
CA: circular aperture;
BPA: beam profile analyzer
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