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Abstract Space debris detection using superconducting nanowire single—photon detector (SSPD) as detectors
is proposed and both theoretically and equivalent experimentally verified. The multi—detection characteristic of
SSPD during gating period is analyzed, and the signal noise ratio (SNR) model with echo photon number is
established. Effects of laser repetition rate, sky background noise rate and dark count rate of SSPD on SNR are
discussed. Taking the kHz laser ranging system of Yunnan Observatories as an example, combined with the echo
photon number equation, it implies that the kHz laser ranging system at Yunnan Observatories has the capability
for 1 m® space debris detection from 830 km away. Considering the fiber coupling requirement, an experimental
curve of SNR versus echo number is obtained, which verifies the proposed method. Both theoretical and
experimental results show that SSPD has the potential for space debris laser ranging.

Key words detectors; laser ranging; superconducting nanowire single photon detector; signal-to—noise ratio;

Y fm B #3: 2015-08-25; W BIM& 25 H #A: 2015-11-05

EEWAE: BHEAKF=EL4(U1431116)

TEEB N B F(1990—), Lo, WL WF o8 A, 2N i R OE I BE 757 H A9 5% . E-mail: xuelishirley@sjtu.edu.cn
SR A4 W(1964—), 5, Wit  BF5E 61, RN AR BOGIEE Ty A BF5E . E-mail: limingbitt@163.com
*BEBER A, E-mail: xyh@ynao.ac.cn

0304001-1



echo photon number; space debris
OCIS codes 040.5570; 280.3400; 120.1880

15 "

OGN BE AR % 52 B 23 18] H A g RS B2 I BE , 78 25 18] 5 AR 2 8] R85 s 00 465 40 0 #55 FEAE T . H 4R
Z 1) 25 (AR Py 7™ 5 W B LR A8 I8 AT & 4, 7 Mt X AT e BUGE B o AR S B AE X T E AR, 28 W]
J 8 4 5 ) S S R PR ORI O T B AR AL T8RO K B TR I A XE R o H R B0 0
TR 7% (SPAD)FETE K5 11T U5 155 (10°~10° counts/s) LA M X 56 F BE B 7K 32 77 AR ) 1) f8L, 72—~ ik o B B 9
A58 B — W A A5 LR A AN SR MR A G T DU T v AR I T 3R O 5, SPAD SR Al G TT] AR AR T A AL
13 ' 5 BRI R, 2001 4F , Gol tsman 55 HY ) FH B 5 499 2K 28 B 7~ 4R I 45 (SSPD) S BB 1 #%00 7Y
BRI 8 B R & D T OGP T ECRAR (D T 100 counts/s) R AL 8] 42 (/) T 20 ns) |
A S AR G5 (T 100 MHz) R KOG 5 RE i 6L 0 (B g S5 00 27, Fu v — /> ok e J&] 40 N 847 22 0O 74K
W HHET, 28R K 2% Gol” tsman K1 BA 95 [ 4% $i7 By 55 K5 Hadfield AT BA (5 ] 5 3 BL A K 2% Buller AT BA
o E MRS SR HRIEGE T IE L B A A R RO 2 5K I 5 P BAE R R S R 2% AL T I PR U
A2, SSPD W 4 )iz W F T - B 0 BC™ Ot R 1SR R MO I AR AR U, I AR O T B 4 e
et R TSR . 2007 4, Wartburton 58" FE 5286 E AP0 %58 5 wW R G (8] £ 3 4 70 ps
14 SSPD I 5 28 48 S5 30 1 X 5 15 A 330 m Ab 3 S5 S i B OGN BE LI BE 3 B 5 1 em. BEJS , Chen 55"7E
2013 4E % 2 4o if (8] B4 3 G4k 8 26.8 ps SEEL T 115 m b & 4E H AR I HE K 90 85 2> 9% 91 32 % 2] 4 mm, 11
MeCarthy S0 #E — 25 (i J1 A SHROEF- 2 D0 2 250 W 9 SSPDIEE R GE S B T FH R IR T 910 m AR A 1F:
H AR 2K G50 B OGN R . SR T A2 B0 A% 7 2 D) A AR SSPD R I 18 ARAT FR (10 mx 10 pum) 322 B 2 7K
SR A Bh A R DR ZY Lk = 0z g H AR 09 BRER R 4055 R B9 BRI, H T A SSPD R AT O I B ) /E
PR BT Ry B OK B G, HLX T B 0 R 5 ) AR R B4 8O I R 2R 8 4 BE 2 1 F 5% v ok A e i

AR SCHE T SSPD AE— > Jok i J& 9] P S 22 U 8RR 5 SR DN s A By ST IS TR) R L ST MR L BE
] 3 O Y AR ALY, JF 40 A 1 OGER B A ROG T SR SR RO AR W T RO E MR L B e, DL =
B RSB WOGI I R 8 0 ], 2454 MO 78O B T R RE RS BT T T IR IE . 4
FW], 3T SSPD B T 2% 0L I 1 58 G806 oK 9 R /N Y 23 18] 148 R 4 T B 28 AT 3% 830 km , SSPD H AT #E 47 25 [1]
T4 R0 8 P AT

2 RGAEHIEE W
2.1 EAEEMRERALTFHFIE
PRSI R Y | g (S SR T Z =N L ) b i T o el 1 I e 7 L TR S G B i 4 O A

DZ
n, =%EIT2KIK,+2 . (1)
c RO
8sz£(21 += )

st A RO T e 5 0 SR ORI R B RO K R 7= expl -2 (A, ) Sk

RIE R, UL K SCE WOCIIEE R 58 R ], HBUE 0 0.5, 6(A,r) A RATH G R B KALK 435010 &k 5% 2 G0 Fil
HMCR G AR, RECH 0.8 0.5, 0 H bR S5 ZCH AR, p o H AR S A3 % T 4L 78 1) 2 (8] 18 B n] R 0.16, D
R B SR W AR, d 10,530 D 0O 8 B B e S I AR RN BR300 0.24 m R 12", ng Ry - 24 O
TH g — A G B IR AT Zad iR BEOL R BAR N d=0.24 m R ALY 012"
WO AR B BN RAL S BE L2 K dou=[d/2+ R+(9,/2)] . 4 REL 830 km B, JEBE 142 2924 25 m, XF 17 1) F:
BET AR A0=490 m?, 6 BEIE KT — i 19 28 [ B 7 R/ o 55 G ) ) R B 28 8 19 R BB ORS J3E 2 5 B2 L s BT 72
BEOCHEREER o X T H AT A B AR G0 R BRER KPR R JEE R LURCR] 6,<2", X 1 830 kem TS ) Y BE
BERAS mAA . BT IR TG & M RS BE IS, ROST /N T 7.5 m 028 0] 1% 7 35 RE 68 WOt 58 2 B

0304001-2



DI S S
o P, LA B R SCE BOGI B & 58 R 5], %) T FH SSPD B i J& 7Y 532 nm I B 5 ik v BE 5 0.8
mJ JHOCE EZ R R 1 kHz BREREEE TR F 2" 2 B R CH 2 N R ES 1.2 m BB I R 40, X iR
1 m® 4 B0 23 i) % R A7 D00k B, 2 050 %) T g S 45 Bt B A i o BE S A AR AR S R AN B 1 TR o X T 830 km
Qb oK G /)N 1) MR S B R R, P 2 RT3 1 I 0.0015 A AR T HOE K LTRSS EEWE B
10000 ™ ik #h 45 31 (1 11 38 '+ HOF BHEAU R 1542247

102
- echo number versus target range

5 .
%10" .
g | Tt
o | e
qoo T e

1074 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000

Range /km
1 Il 5t 7 kit E A BB A AR Ak il £k
Fig.1 Echo photon number versus target range
2.2 IEESH
WG PR 32 237 SSPD 7R B Mg AL RO St AR RS 10 B DG 2E TR EUH AR 2 . SSPD G 4L
R/NCINT 100 counts/s), 76 10 s [ 13 B P, S 2905 112012 R 0.001 A4, {H XTI o e B 25 2 1) 6 R 4% H A
M5 AT 200 . ROGET St R 52 2K FEOE 26 A Y6852, T 3o i BE bl & sE B JE A B, Al T
R IETY 5 g o=
by =gy “(DJA" 2)

Tasi Ml ) 0s
N ROGT 558 FE Sy 5 B2 45 I AE AT DL DG B9 D638 6, G o ROGTE 56 B 45, Assen FIAL 53 531 g SSPD 55
AR ARMEC R W, M aMRLEH FES N 16 B 55 MW M, H KOG E 50 S 3Ry
45 counts/s , 7E %5 [B) 0 7 WL b AT Z2 W o DR AU 1o IR H K F80 S R i R AR 5 | AR, AT ] R S
HEAT AR
p(/\,r)Zp0 CZAL?ﬁ(/\,r,d))exp[—ZLKS(/\,r)dr:| s (3)

A p(A,r) g BB P b S O R po i BT IO B, A OB K TE LA R B 1 AL, B, 1) i
bR W R, S, r) AR E R A XTIk BB 0.8 mJ, Bk WA 100 ps B EOE K v, B
BRICRN 3 R ARG T B FEZ  1074S o 23 8] H AR, 3 35X SSPD s (it S in 1 14545 5, ik
PRI 25 7 O [0 ok v RICHS: 20 35 1990 B e F TAE , R0 RSO O 78 8B bR o 624 o R i e 75y 4
TGl RGO ORI R o RO 2 T M 3 1 1Y B BB R 99.3% , WX F 0.8 m) UGk M, &7 A 2
L3X10* AN 2 Te U 6 7o B R ol 2 0 1 I M 75 2 2 A7 AE 1 30 BE 25 v LN, 78 W 3 2 6 SSPD s o
THIEF S 1145 5 T LAIRER o

FEZS 8] H AR BE b 3l 2 T A5 S AT ARG e KA ) B O 2 DT S 1] S R R O I A 5 e
T L5 2 AR 2 W5 31 B508 F0 RO 55 MR A (Y 520
2.3 RMFELLER

PRI A7 W B AT F O 2 7 T 38 DA 75 vl g 50310 A BB g, RT3 o 5l e v B O IR o I S HORT e 7R Ol
ok e X

.fSNR e — (4)

A e, RN GETH B T7 1 HP G AR T 7 IX 8] 5 58 A9 (816 1580, e R 78 I X ] IE S B MR O T80, 0 B 580
T SSPD O N B R e AR FHBE B, T 1 230 7 R e 4R A W L 5 100 78 no 2L E & o 15 SPAD K],

0304001-3



Dl R R
SSPD 7 — YK i J& 39 P9 Fe 1 22 YR, PR BRI BE 7y L I [E] DR A 52 , B SSPD e 2R 2 — 46 1)
AN X B s ) S B 2] 3K 1 At s T R AT R R o 38 R SSPD AN HLAT O H 0y BERE 1, B AR — YRR D ) Y
TREN R ADE T, R BERAF— D OL T B WAL, 24T 32 8 BT 14 4L 25 ke MTE R 23 A1, B 7 — AR ek ] Py )
IBOCHUR A6 TN n, W SSPD 45 2 — A ik i )57 B9 HE 3 P=1-Po(n) , HeH Po(n) 2 75 BEA BRI D6 1~ A9 HE
R X T [ I A DX AT SR A7 A M P 52 ) T 2 ol S0 48 S A 50 1 0 B, 7 2% DX i 300 31 1 [ 9 0 1

n t ead
o :f:‘&plmed : 2 {] - P0|:not 4 t(lea(](vnni + U1]Jrk):|} ) (35)
dead (Um)i + ”da.k) broad

n, ; F Lieaa

broad

S S O B SR tes AR ticad 9 R 5 FE I 1] 11100 247 BT B8 IS 00 FIT w000 53 551 2718 DR
M 7 S A AR e AS B I T B R

R W 7 24 2] 73 A, 2% SR 21 SSPD Fu i 2 UCHR I 1 e, A% 8 R0 8 149 68 7 ' 1 B0 PR o, ol 2
[5] 352 Jt A5 DX 0] £8P 250 L2 b H Al X i) M 7

[ SV L.,
N.miw,] :ﬁeptn||eaN{l - PO|:n0t'th + de.i(”nui + vniark):|}
—+ Vooi T Vg o
Lhroad ©6)
tgalc
N e 2 =f;vptmvu([ - lj[] -P,+ z(h:a(](vnni + U(lark)]
dead
Noiee =Nt T N2
[ ¢ ifr 5 X [) P 1 e 75 8y
N e
nm)is(’ =
ny;
7
tgm ( )
Ny, =
Lyroua

M 22 78 GETT T H DX TA] AN B, e T 00 70 31 2705 171 458 IF AT [ 9082 JB S8 IR o O abe mal A ARATH A5 168 (o) BE o B

ALK ER
. n Ldea
fr?ptmeu ; : {1 - Po{no : e t(leur](vnm + Udurk):|}
iy tdm + tdead(”nui + Udark) o
broad
Sow = . (®)
t v .t Ly
( s 1][1 -P,+ tdead(vuni + Udark)] + D 1- P0|:n0 - t.lead(”m,; + Udark):|
Licad N tu 4o Lhroad
. - noi + Vdark

n Liead
: I =Py|n,—=+ tdm(vm + vdark)
L gead ) Lproad

n,— + t(ledd(vnni + V0
Liroad

S APROE K  E SUR f,, 32 B RO 1RO A R A 2 B 7R fon BB £ 38 R TITHE R, SR WA PRAE O &
Y RE A B BB T, B YOG S S R SRR AT AR T R [ e R A ' 8, DA T AT M T DA A1 TR Y B
Hh AR IRCHE R DGR 45 e B [l 4 e R £ M L X R AT AR e B O R EH RN 2 — o ROEH
S WP PRI R T RSO L R DN 6 IR 1) = 5 i R ) ) M P S K B 35 03 B R T G . R RO
T 5 R R Y AR, AR AT A PRI 5 MR Ll I R T R MR R R ) K, DR RO T A TR R R 3
SRR, S B R I BE AT R — Bk Al P 4 SRR g A B B B W T ROCR A AT AR DN Bt iR
L -2 o 1 - N 5 A Rl LU N 3 DO R o o 1 A B o v X B 7 P S L SR 7 DR B2 8
NS R o A A D00 25 I T R 0 Dy FE B T AR i S I ] R 2 s PR — A K o A Y P e R AR D R
Pl 5 2 1 SSPD B IR ] B L, iBA ] T 05 Mg LE 4R T

0304001-4



DI S R

8 —frep=1 Hz
frep=10 Hz
6 —f p=100 Hz
% —Jp=1kHz
\§4, —Jop=2 dB
7
2
0 1 I
10 103 102 10! 10°
n

0

B2 fon B K 1 5 520 A A R (=10 s, 0,,=45 Hz, 04,x=100 counts/s, lu=10 WS, ly=6.7 15, L1,a=20 ns)

8 - Vnoi=45 HZ
v,=1 MHz
6- —v,,=10 MHz
% —v,,=100 MHZ
\§ 4 —Sop=2 dB
&
2
0 ———— |
10 103 102 10! 10°
n,

0

Bl 3 fou Bl R CTE 5 M 75 5k B A9 AR K 56 &R (f,=1 kHz, £,.,=10 s, 24,,=100 counts/s, t,,.=10 Ws, ,0,=6.7 18, £1.s=20 ns)

Fig.3 farversus sky background noise(f.,=1 kHz, £,..=10 s, v4,4=100 counts/s, t,..=10 WS, t10u=0.7 08, l4.a=20 ns)
8 —74.:.=100 cps
V=10 keps
6 — V=1 Mcps
% —V,.,.=100 Mcps
\§4 —~Sowr=2 dB
G
2
0 — :
10 103 102 10! 10°
n,

0
4 fon B0 25 05 7T BRI AL R (=1 kHz, 1,.=10 s, 1,,=45 Hz, t,,.=10 Ws, £,,,=6.7 ns, t1..=20 ns)
Fig.4 far versus the dark count rate of detector(f.,=1 kHz, 1...=10 s, v.,=45 Hz, ,..=10 s, l1.:=6.7 ns, t4..=20 ns)

8 —t40a=20 1S
lieaa=100 1S
6 —tgeaq=1 M8
% _tje::lo us
Z4r ~Tor=2 dB
w2z o
) ’ |
—
100’4 103 102 10! 10°
n,
B 5 foun PG 2% SIS 8] 19 48 169 2R (=1 kH2z, £,,=10 s, 0,,=45 Hz, 04,4=100 counts/s, t,.=10 Ws, t,,,=6.7 ns)

Fig.5 farversus dead time of the detector(f.,=1 kHz, £,..=10 s, v.4=45 Hz, v4.4=100 counts/s, t,u.=10 Ws, t1a=60.7 ns)

KA Ak B 755 % 135 1) B 5 BE O 5 0 R GERE SR DN I B IR B . 3R 1R TR MR LB 2 dBRUY 1
BT AR S HOT RGBS RS20 o DL g R SCH OGN EE R 58 0 B, % T LARE 7803 100 counts/s
9 SSPD Sy )it TR 458 1 2= B K SCH T 22 I OG I L R 58, 7E RO RO 15 560 16 B35 I, 5 48 RE 4% R I 5]
die /NP 2 019 5 T H0h 0.0015 4> o R G e/ TSR [0 98 O 7~ $ i 4 T B A 48 TR T BRI A8 AR Y I 3
ORI LA I 3 PN SR 22 006 5 MR LAY SRR P L X AT O TR T SPAD I8 B DI 1Bl RGBT RS, R R
IR T PR M RO 5 1R Y WO TR S5 G IO 78O0 B R RS SSPD OGN IR 28 G2 Xk oK 4 R/ A3 1]

0304001-5



DI S R

T A A FH A B AT 5% 830 km
Fo 1 RSB0 i B2 R L B A P 0 30 ' 7 %5 % A P B B85 0 5% i

Table 1 Effects of different parameters on the echo number and target range
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