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Abstract The density functional theory (DFT) with the MPW3PBE functionality is used to optimize the firefly
keto-form oxyluciferin with the substitution of methyl, methoxy, cyano, fluoride, amino and nitro groups. Based on
the optimized molecular structures, the ionization potentials (IP), electron affinities (EA), hole extraction potentials
(HEP), electron extraction potentials (EEP), as well as the hole and electron reorganization energy (1) are
calculated to investigate the hole and electron transport properties. The electronic absorption spectra, the lowest
excited singlet state S, and the fluorescence spectra of firefly keto-form oxyluciferin derivatives are calculated by the
time dependent density functional theory (TDDFT) MPW3PBE/6-31+ G(d) method. The results show that KNH,
can be used as hole-transport materials, KNO,, KCN, KF, KOCH,;, KNH, and KCH; can be used as electron
transport materials.
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Fig. 1 Structures of (a) keto-form oxyluciferin KET and (b) enol-form oxyluciferin ENO
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KCH,: R is CH,;; KOCH,: R is OCH,;
KCN: Ris CN; KF: Ris F;
KNH,: R is NH,; KNO,: R is NO,

B2 RIS

Fig. 2 Chemical structures of the studied systems
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3.1 EXNMEH
% 1 R MPW3PBE/6-31+G(d) J7 #:15 3|
(6 i IRCAR IR A i =X ATk 9 S R AT AR W i T2
JUfT S8, 1AL BT Sk &P
SR AT T Ak KET 8] 8 R [, 10 KNO, H1# r,
KT 0.005 nm, KOCH, .KCN Il KF 11§ r, 4
A BB T 0. 003,0. 008 F1 0. 003 nm, KCH, .
KOCH; \KCN I KNH, H ) ry SR W4 51K T

0.003,0. 006,0. 003 1 0. 003 nm, X L6447 H
AR B & 3 BT B S AL W BRI KET (8] 1)
¥ 5 A (RMS) i # R K KCH; . KOCH; . KCN,
KF.KNH, fil KNO, 5 KET [i] f§ RMS 43 5]
0.0012.0. 0019.,0. 0023.,0. 0011,0.0015F10. 0015 nm.,
UEAh s b5 5 KET AH A, 32 (425 48 S AR R
FEIA—F1f (O A R 179. 06°~179. 99%), D k45
I FTIF 58 Ak A 5 AR 5 4 118 S T P AR A o (L 45 e
i 5 KET H AR LR .

# 1 MPWS3PBE/6-31+G(d) J5 45 2 19 fF 58 78 2 1 5 28 K (nm) A1 1T £ )
Table 1 Selected important bond lengths (nm) and dihedral angels (°) of the studied systems obtained
by MPW3PBE /6-31+ G(d) method

Parameter KETL'" KCH, KOCH, KCN KF KNH, KNO,
rl 0.121 0.121 0.121 0.119 0.120 0.122 0.120
I, 0.154 0.155 0.157 0.162 0.157 0.156 0.159
1y 0.181 0.184 0.187 0.184 0.183 0.184 0.179
I 0.176 0.175 0.175 0.176 0.177 0.176 0.177
s 0.145 0. 145 0. 145 0. 146 0. 145 0. 144 0.146
o 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.130 0.131 0.130
1 0.137 0.137 0.137 0.136 0.136 0.136 0.136
s 0. 140 0. 141 0.142 0. 141 0. 141 0.142 0. 140
o 0.138 0. 140 0. 140 0. 140 0.138 0. 140 0.138
o 0. 141 0.143 0. 141 0.142 0. 141 0.142 0. 140
T 0.139 0. 140 0. 140 0.141 0.139 0. 141 0.139
I 0.139 0. 140 0.139 0. 140 0.139 0.139 0. 140
I 0.142 0.142 0.142 0.142 0.142 0.142 0.142
ry 0.174 0.174 0.173 0.173 0.173 0.173 0.173
rs 0.176 0.175 0.175 0.175 0.176 0.176 0.176
T 0.129 0.130 0.130 0.129 0.129 0. 130 0.129
r 0. 140 0. 140 0.139 0.139 0.139 0.138 0. 140
RMS 0.0012 0.0019 0.0023 0.0011 0.0015 0.0015
Dihedral angle  179. 99 179. 90 179. 06 179. 99 179. 99 179. 95 179. 77
3.2 HiZ&HTFHE KOCH,

B3 Fk 2 4518 T4k & 9 i) HOMO i
LUMO $3 (9 L 7 5% B = 4k 15 0 1E B AN [ | B X
HOMO,LUMO # 38 57k 1) Jay % 25 % B 4y #r .
3 FIFE 2 BB KNO, 4h. b4 41 HOMO #,
Tz BB T AR e BRI, B 5 A B
kR /. JLFE A E ., KNO, ) HOMO % iE &8+
= BEEAL T WEMR IR b, i I SO BT Y 5Tk s E)
3040, 1 AT AR S BN R k0 IR T AR 4K 5
LUMO #3855 HOMO %3 5 % B, B KNO,
B s I I WE M RS T 25 11 BRI ) o R 17 D e B
IR LA 6 LUMO #3E f si ik e k. 78 KNO,
% 0 1E - HH I 1 W B R B 3 4R % LUMO #IL3E 1)
TT RIS /)N 5 T 2R 5 9 I A 1 BT R4 K,

[ 3 HOMO Fil LUMO #i f, 7 = % )& 40 4ii K
Fig. 3 Electron density distributions of HOMO and
LUMO orbitals of the studied systems
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Table 2 Contribution of electron density for the studied compounds ( %)

Benzothiazole ring Thiazoline ring O R group
Compound
HOMO LUMO HOMO LUMO HOMO LUMO HOMO LUMO
KCH; 86. 94 23.67 1. 84 26.11 0. 00 2.22 11. 21 47.99
KOCH; 91.97 72.76 0.53 19.41 0.01 2.53 7.49 5. 30
KCN 61.37 45.59 11. 04 24. 81 0.59 3.16 27.00 26. 44
KF 79.11 47.12 1. 66 38.50 0. 00 9.03 19. 23 5. 35
KNH, 85.32 89.13 2.51 8.16 0.13 1. 11 12.04 1. 60
KNO, 21.78 41.11 54. 40 39.77 3. 40 1.82 20.42 17. 30
fLAr B HOMO A LUMO HUt B8 i (8 2 e s HeB I 45 R T B85 F 0B, %t

B(AEL O3 3 Pk, HOMO #il LUMO fig i
I 43 5] % KNH, >KOCH, >KCH, >KET>
KF>KCN>KNO, , KNO, << KCN<KF < KOCH,
<KET<<KCH,<<KNH,. ft4&% KNH, fl KCH,
Hh LA RS g JRUAGBE HOMO # LUMO #13E B
WA X B R KET 34 m, fy ot 4 W KNH, Al
KCH; 9 IP #il EA {i{t ¥ KET. KOCH, 1 H 4
BB A HOMO F1 LUMO R 43 590 384 i 1 B A

# 3 HOMO.LUMO #ii

Bl i I B Uk Se W L T S A B e &
KNO, .KCN, KF, % % 14 4 # )z . 22 HOMO #1
LUMO #3868 &t X0/ . R AT DU 2o 3 5 R
A E I AR AT B A [R] 1 03 i A P A 350OR e
B AN, G AR W i LUMO %18 fE B 29/ F B
AL EINAEMN ) =R 4.4 R AR -
%) J(BNPB) ff§ LUMO #1i g (—2. 03 eV)™ L it
W3k LA 5 W 0 B A R 1 F TR i g

At X RERR (e V)

Table 3 HOMO and LUMO energies and HOMO-LUMO gaps of the studied compounds (eV)

Compound KET®™ KCH; KOCH; KCN KF KNH, KNO;
Euovo —6.73 —6. 44 —6.08 —9.05 —7.75 —5.57 —9.13
ErLuovo —3.07 —2.88 —3.16 —5.35 —4.19 —2.65 —5.40
AEn-1 3.66 3.56 2.92 3.70 3.56 2.92 3.73

3.3 BEf.BFFMBMEAHR

FL T R R F, S AR AR A B A AL L BUR G M R
23 PO TR M RE I M T B4 bR . W3R 4 FoR , Hids
FROE B RE R 460 BRS8N 0 43 ) o KNH, <<
KOCH, << KCH, << KET << KF << KNO, < KCN
KNO, > KCN > KF > KOCH, > KET > KNH, >
KCH, ., fk4% KNH, #l KCH, (1 fg/hF KET,
T BH 2 LR R L A BB T DA 2 A R . R
A& KNH, . TP (a) fHALH 6. 27 eV, /NTF i
ZI)RE+ kL BNPB (LB RE (6. 37 e VO (L&Y

KNO, . KCN } KF H i fg 7 JE A ) 51 A filf 2 25
AE R L o P AER R T KET , 15 1] 5 26 10 - 5 ]
Mgl AR T X ik A W 2 i F I RE 1. A,
HE &R M 6 i £ Y564k BNPB H 5
(EA: 1.16 eV)O" KB, B AT oL 1% i v BB 24 1
F BNPB, R ] 4 2k i 51 i bR T . SR 1 M
MR 25 SR IR B R RN B T s N E
ALHE W) AT T AL AE Qe )70 W A BT
a4k A4 KCH, fi1l KCN ft R 5 B 1 B ft
W38T 25 7 ORN T A o R L [R] EEf 2 CORT L

A LAY ERE R TR AR IR N E 4 fE (e V)

Table 4 Tonization potentials, electron affinities, extraction potentials and

reorganization energies for the studied compounds (eV)

IP(v) 1P(a) HEP

EA(v)

EA(a) EEP Abole

KET!™ 8.36 8. 20 8.02 1.55 1.79 2.02 0.34 0.47
KCH; 7.91 7. 80 7.66 1.46 1. 69 1.90 0.25 0. 44
KOCH, 7.54 7.05 6.63 1.76 2.06 2.32 0.91 0.56

KCN 10. 37 10. 32 10. 28 4.03 4.22 4.41 0.09 0.38

KF 9.42 9.24 9. 04 2.63 2.88 3.12 0.38 0. 49
KNH, 7.04 6.27 6.03 1.24 1.75 1.99 1.01 0.75
KNO, 10. 49 10. 29 9.83 4.09 4.34 4.61 0.66 0.52
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Table 5 Absorption spectra, oscillator strengths and main configuration obtained by TDDFT
MPW3PBE/6-314+G(d) method

Compound Electronic transition Wavelength /nm Oscillator strength f Main configuration
KCH; S;—>S, 406. 17 0.0293 HOMO-1-LUMO(—0. 11839)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 69294)
Si—>S, 373.20 0. 0004 HOMO-3—LUMO(0. 69525)
So—>S; 352.24 0.5412 HOMO-2—-LUMO(0. 18725)

HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 66573)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 11357)

KOCH; So—>S, 509. 76 0. 0500 HOMO—LUMOC(0. 70126)
S —=>S, 450. 68 0.0050 HOMO-2—LUMOC(0. 66707)
HOMO-1-LUMO(—0. 20296)
So—=>S;s 372.77 0. 4576 HOMO—3—>LUMO(—0.10172)

HOMO-2—LUMO(0. 19794)

HOMO-1—-LUMOC(0. 65977)

KCN So—>S, 401. 00 0.0003 HOMO-3—LUMO(0. 68311)
HOMO-3—LUMO++1(0. 10536)
HOMO-3—-LUMO+2(0. 11544)

S —>S, 381.49 0.0185 HOMO-1—-LUMOC(0. 15717)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 67010)
So—=>S;s 362.97 0.0891 HOMO-2—LUMO(0. 58852)
HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 36700)
So—>S, 344.76 0.4741 HOMO-2—LUMO(—0. 34097)

HOMO-1-LUMO(0. 56761)
HOMO—LUMO(—0.17794)
HOMO—LUMO+2(—0.13062)

KF Si—>S, 404.73 0.0002 HOMO-2—LUMOC(0. 69537)
HOMO-2—LUMO-+1(—0. 10812)
S =S, 404. 01 0.0240 HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 10533)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 69522)
So—>Ss 342. 46 0.1234 HOMO-3—LUMOC(0. 65532)
HOMO-1-LUMO(—0. 24349)
KNH, So—>S, 498. 20 0.1306 HOMO-1—LUMO(—0. 16345)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 68530)
S —>S, 394. 80 0. 3383 HOMO-2—LUMO(—0. 34297)

HOMO-1-LUMO(0. 59929)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 12760)
So—>Ss 372.38 0.1508 HOMO-2—LUMO(0. 60551)
HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 32457)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 10790)
KNO, Si—>S, 404. 98 0.0021 HOMO-2—LUMOC(0. 61770)
HOMO-2—-LUMO-+1(—0. 18948)
HOMO—LUMO(—0. 21906)

S =S, 389. 57 0.0149 HOMO-2—LUMOC(0. 21195)
HOMO—LUMOC(0. 65747)
So—>Ss 360. 34 0.0987 HOMO-3—LUMO(0. 66014)

HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 14944)
HOMO-1-LUMO+1(—0. 11695)
Sy =S, 355.63 0.2432 HOMO-5—LUMOC(0. 18769)
HOMO-3—LUMO(—0. 14178)
HOMO-1—-LUMO(0. 61121)
HOMO-1-LUMO-+1(0. 11588)
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) S5 R WA 0 43 391 g 352. 24,372, 77 F1 342. 46 nm,
X B BRIE S Sy S . KCN A1 KNO, it 2 KW U
4351 f 344. 76 nm M 355. 63 nm, FF % W ) BRIE
S—S..5 KET # 4 % W% % T 26. 13 nm Al

%6

15.26 nm, fb & ¥ 1y Fe K W Wi 01 Oy KE <
KCN<ZKCH, <<KNO,<KOCH, <<KNH, ,

N T RAE 3.3 WA A58 TERMUOR B AL
B 26 E ., il TDDFT MPW3PBE/6-31+G(d) J5
AT R DR . SR 6 BRI A S Yk 5t
D I o TR PR IR 1 58 J3E AR /DN B iz Y IR A
BELAY) - 2 — 250 T AL RE Y 24598 .

PO W 9 A 55 I VIR TR L R BR O LT e RO AR A

Table 6 Emission wavelengths, oscillator strengths, dominant transition orbitals and

coefficients calculated

for the studied compounds

Compound Wavelength /nm Oscillator strength f Main configuration
KCH; 496. 59 0.0144 HOMO—LUMO(—0. 70400)
KOCH; 766. 94 0.0189 HOMO—LUMOC(0. 70620)
KCN - - -
KF 631. 69 0.0002 HOMO—LUMOC(0. 70121)
KNH, 1133.61 0.0042 HOMO—LUMOC(0. 70529)
KNO, 684.18 0.0054 HOMO—LUMOC(0. 68099)
HOMO—LUMO+1(—0.13361)
4+ > PREims, SO, RER. BT HRHBCA SR T AR F O b B 3
4 Z5 Te

WFSE 1 e P A U U 1 L R
AR A 7 ok 2 4R A 56 O R A5 A DG F sk
PGB A R LW, KNH, % BA 4 d TRk s
Y5 KNO, . KCN 4 B A W i E ik & 9 A L
IP.EA . Enovo Ml Ecovo {8 /. KNH, ) IP () {H
N IAEZ D Re M4 k) BNPB 43 -, 4 W] KNH,
ATRIAE S 28 A% B # . T KNO, . KON, KF,
KOCH, . KNH, #il KCH, iy EA(a) fil E omo fHHAF K
F BNPB 43F , i B 3 2649 i 0] LAAE S L 1% B+
BE, BF KNH, BEW] DUE R 23 5% i b kE AT DUAE A
HL AL R A L. bl 2 28 SO L T AL RE Ik
$EIE S % B, KOCH, \KF . KNH, . KNO, i
23 7 ORI H, 4% i R BIR L, KCH A KON 28 9K
L HL 2 B 1) P A 1 A 25 LT AR B R R S BR

IR SRR A . R I IX 2640 & W) A BE AR Dy KO 2 A1
k.
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