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Generation of a cavity-enhanced nondegenerate narrow-band photon pair source is a potential way to realize a
perfect photonic quantum interface for a hybrid quantum network. However, to ensure the high quality of the
photon source, the pump laser for the narrow-band photon source should be generated in a special way. Here, we
experimentally generate the blue 453 nm laser with a sum frequency generation process in a periodically poled
lithium niobate waveguide. A 13 mW laser at 453 nm can be achieved with a low-power 880 nm laser and 935 nm
laser input, and the internal conversion efficiency is 21.6% after calculation. The frequency of a 453 nm laser is
stabilized by locking two pump lasers on one ultrastable optical cavity. The single pass process without employ-
ing cavity enhancement can ensure a good robustness of the whole system.
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The building of a quantum network is of great importance
for the development of quantum communication and
distributed quantum computation[1]. However, owing to
the inherent defects of single physical systems, a quantum
network with single physical systems cannot take its roles
described above efficiently. The universal form of a quan-
tum network, a hybrid quantum network consisting of
various physical systems, has been proposed[2] and devel-
oped to avoid these limitations[3–8]. The main obstacle
standing in the way is the realization of the photonic quan-
tum interface compatible with the quantum nodes in
the hybrid quantum network[2]. To realize this kind of pho-
tonic quantum interface, one potential proposal is to use a
cavity-enhanced nondegenerate narrow-band photon pair
source[9].
Since the first cavity-enhanced narrow-band photon pair

source was proposed and experimentally generated, lots of
relative work in this area have been developed[10–15] and used
for quantum communication and quantum metrology[16,17].
The generated photons matched with the cavity modes can
be enhanced greatly, otherwise, suppressed greatly. For the
needs of interfacing the quantum nodes, the central wave-
length and bandwidth of the generated photon should be
matched precisely with the quantum nodes. This gives spe-
cial demands on the strategy of the generation of a pump
laser for the photonic quantum interface, which means that
the pump laser should be generated with the double fre-
quency or sum frequency with the same lasersmatched with
the quantum nodes.

In our case, we try to realize the photonic quantum
interface for the trapped ion Ybþ (working wavelength
of 935 nm) and rare-earth-doped solid state quantum
memory (working wavelength of 880 nm)[18]. So, a
453 nm pump laser satisfies all of the needs above that
should be generated in the experiment. The nonlinear op-
tical process is a widely used method to get different kinds
of laser beams[19–21]. For this case, the common way to get
the pump laser is by employing the cavity-enhancement
effect to get a large conversion efficiency[22–26]. With a non-
linear crystal inserted into a bow-tie cavity and some nec-
essary active locking processes, the pump laser with sum
frequency generation (SFG) can be obtained efficiently.
However, the strategy of active locking easily suffers from
the disturbance of the environment and decreases the
stability of the whole system. The nonlinear process of
a periodically poled lithium niobate (PPLN) waveguide
is another method to obtain the pump laser[27–29]. Benefit-
ting from its high optical power density due to the tight
confinement of photons in the structure of the waveguide,
the single pass conversion efficiency will be high enough
for the SFG process.

Here, we used the SFG process in the PPLN waveguide
to obtain a 453 nm blue pump laser. The single pass SFG
process ensures high stability of this pump laser. The inter-
nal conversion efficiency of the nonlinear process is 21.6%
with the low-power laser’s input. The frequency of the gen-
erated blue laser is stabilized by locking the frequencies of
input lasers on the same ultrastable optical cavity (UOC).
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The experimental setup of the SFG of the 453 nm blue
laser is shown in Fig. 1. It mainly consists of two parts: the
laser frequency stabilization part and the SFG in the
PPLN waveguide part. In the laser frequency stabilization
part, two semiconductor external cavity-diode lasers with
target wavelengths at 880 nm (Moglabs) and 935 nm
(Toptica DL pro) are locked to the same ultrastable
Fabry–Pérot (FP) cavity with a 1 MHz bandwidth and
1500 finesses (Stable Laser Systems) with the Pound–
Drever–Hall (PDH) scheme[30]. The ultrastable FP cavity
is placed in a high vacuum chamber and temperature-
controlled with the precision of 10 mK, which can ensure
the ultrastable FP cavity as an ideal frequency reference.
The polarization beam splitter (PBS) and quarter-wave
plate (QWP) are the standard modules usually used to
realize the PDH laser frequency stabilization. Photodiodes
(PDs) are used to detect the reflected optical signals and
then demodulated to the error signals. In the SFG in the
PPLN waveguide part, its main module is a 1-cm-long peri-
odically poled MgO-doped LiNbO3 ridge waveguide (PPLN
waveguide, the size is 10mm × 1.5mm × 0.5mm pro-
vided by HCPhotonics Corp). The chip of the waveguide
is sealed in the module, and it is temperature-controlled
with the precision of 0.1 K to ensure the quasi-phase-
matching condition, which is one of the phase-matching
methods and can ensure conservation of the momentum
in the nonlinear optical process[31]. In this case, the phase-
matching condition is

ΔkðtÞ ¼ k880ðtÞ þ k935ðtÞ− k453ðtÞ− kmðtÞ; (1)

where k880ðtÞ, k935ðtÞ, and k453ðtÞ are the wave vectors of
the 880 and 935 nm input lasers and the 453 nm output
laser. kmðtÞ is the optical grating wave vector caused
by the periodically poled structure. ΔkðtÞ is the phase
mismatching of the nonlinear process. All of these
parameters can be varied with the temperature of the

nonlinear crystal. In the experiment, to obtain the best
conversion efficiency, the nonlinear crystal should be
temperature-controlled to realize the phase-matching
condition [ΔkðtÞ ¼ 0][28]. The input and output facets
of the waveguide is anti-reflecting coated for 880,
935, and 453 nm wavelengths (R < 0.5%), which ensure
that the 880 and 935 nm lasers transmit the waveguide
only once, and the generated 453 nm blue laser is emit-
ted efficiently. In the input port of the waveguide, a
polarization-maintained fiber (PMF) pigtail is inte-
grated to get a relatively robust interface, its directions
of optical axes are precisely matched with the directions
of optical axes of the PPLN waveguide, and the polariza-
tion of the input laser is rotated by the half-wave plate
(HWP) inserted before the fiber coupler (FC), which can
ensure that the input laserstake part in the SFG efficiently.
Besides, two lens assemblies are independently used to real-
ize the efficient laser–fiber coupling (80% for the 935 nm
laser, 75% for the 880 nm laser). In the output port, to
get much more fiber-collecting efficiency and match the
strategy of the generated narrow-band photon source, it
has to be a free space output.

To better explore the potential of the PPLN waveguide,
we first measure the critical phase-matching temperature.
Especially for SFG, its real value has a big deviation with
the theoretically calculated value. After checking that the
polarization of the output pump lasers are well aligned
with the optical axes of the PPLN waveguide, the power
of the generated 453 nm blue laser will change with the
tuning of the temperature of the waveguide, depending
on the phase-matching condition. The data is shown in
Fig. 2. The highest power of the generated 453 nm blue
laser is obtained when the temperature of the waveguide
is tuned to 60.4°C, which is much different with the in-
ferred value of 36.1°C (provided by HCPhotonics Corp).
According to the nonlinear optics theory[32], the power of
the SFG 453 nm laser can be expressed as follows:

Fig. 1. (Color online) Experimental setup. BS, beam splitter; DM, dichroic mirror; IF, interference filter; A-lens, aspheric lens; PM,
power meter; WG, waveguide. The red line represents the 880 nm laser, the gray line represents the 935 nm laser, and the blue line
represents the 453 nm pump laser. DMs are used here to combine the 935 nm laser and the 880 nm laser together.
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P453 ∝ P935P880L2d2effsinc
2ðΔkL∕2Þ; (2)

where P453, P935, and P880 are the powers of the 453 nm
blue laser, 880 nm laser, and 935 nm laser, separately. L is
the length of the PPLN waveguide. deff is the effective
nonlinear coefficient. Using this equation to fit the data
in Fig. 2, the full width at half-maximum (FWHM) of
the phase-matching temperature can be inferred to be
1.4°C, which implies that the temperature-controlled pre-
cision of 0.1 K should be good enough to get a relatively
stable output. The stability of the output laser will be
shown later.
The SFG process depends on the powers of the input

lasers. So, the power and conversion efficiency are mea-
sured to further explore the potential of the nonlinear
process in the experiment. Notably, we take the process
that the power of the 453 nm laser generated by changing
the input power of the 935 nm laser, for example. The out-
put power and conversion efficiency are shown in Figs. 3
and 4, independently. It shows a linear relation between
the output power and the power of the input 935 nm laser
in the region that the diode laser can provide, which is
fitted quite well according to the description of Eq. (2).

The highest generated power of the 453 nm blue laser is
13 mW. For the conversion efficiency, the highest value
is 21.6% at the situation of the highest 935 nm laser input,
which is inferred by P453∕ðP880 þ P935Þ. Considering the
quite low powers of the pump laser, this conversion effi-
ciency is comparable with some previous works[27–29].
The increasing trend of the conversion efficiency shows
that the pump power will reach the saturated area[33].
Besides, the data of the powers of the input lasers are
the actual values inside the waveguide.

The long-term stability of the 453 nm blue laser output
power is also measured, which is shown in Fig. 5. It mainly
shows that the laser output power changes with the actual
measurement time at the situation of maximum output.
The overall measurement time is 1 h with the time interval
of 10 min. It turns out that the fluctuation of the output
laser power is 1% without any feedback power control.
The main cause of this problem is the temperature changes
that resulted from the environment and blue photon ab-
sorption by the waveguide. In fact, some additional mea-
sures are taken to get a relatively stable output power,
including isolating the waveguide from the environment
with a homemade shield.

Fig. 2. Relation between the 453 nm laser output and the
temperature of the PPLN waveguide.
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Fig. 3. Relation between the output power of the generated
453 nm laser with input power of the 935 nm laser. Here, the
input power of the 880 nm laser is 12 mW, and the biggest power
of the 935 nm laser is 48 mW.
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Fig. 4. Relation between the conversion efficiency and the input
power of the 935 nm laser.
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Fig. 5. Measurement of the long-term stability of the generated
blue laser.
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For a good photonic interface, the central frequencies of
the photons should be perfectly matched with the atomic
absorption spectrometry line, which requires that the cen-
tral frequency of the blue pump laser should be locked to
some reference standards. In this case, owing to the SFG of
the 453 nm blue laser, the best way to stabilize the fre-
quency of the blue laser is by locking the frequencies of
the input 880 and 935 nm lasers. The locking scheme here
is the widely used PDH method, which is insensitive to
the power fluctuation and robust to the environmental
disturbance[30]. Owing to the ultrastable FP cavity and
lasers, the perfect transmission signal and error signal
can be achieved in the experiments, which result in good
locking of the frequencies of the lasers. Considering the
linewidth of the FP cavity is 1 MHz, we can conserva-
tively infer that the stability of the laser frequency is less
than 500 kHz, which is much better for the demand of a
photonic interface.
In conclusion, we use the SFG process in the PPLN

waveguide to obtain a 453 nm blue pump laser, which
can be used for the photonic interface. The single pass
process without employing cavity enhancement can en-
sure a good robustness of the whole system. With a
12 mW 935 nm laser input and a 48 mW 880 nm laser in-
put, we can obtain a 13 mW 453 nm blue laser output, and
the internal conversion efficiency of nonlinear process is
21.6%, which is comparable with previous works. Besides,
the frequency of the generated blue laser is also stabilized
by locking the frequencies of input lasers on the reference
standards. Our work provides a robust way to generate
the frequency-stabilized 453 nm blue laser with low-power
pump lasers that are compatible with the photonic inter-
face, which will be useful for the development of the hybrid
quantum network.
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