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Some applications of the laser to the problems of general and specialty surgery are
reviewed. Numerous published studies by the author since 1963, confirmed and exten-
ded by colleagues elsewhere, have made a definite place for the addition of laser instruments
to operating rooms through out the world.

The surgical properties of lasers allow for therapeutic action on all tissues and include
vaporization, cutting, relative hemostasis and sterilization. These are useful for removal
of unwanted tissue such as neoplasms, especially when ulcerated, oozing blood or infected.
Debridement by laser or decubitus ulcers and burn eschars has been shown in animals and
patients to be highly effective, leaving a viable bed readily accepting rotation flaps and
skin grafts.

When operated properly, the CO, and other lasers are safe for patients and personnel.
There is no added risk at the site of lasing or in remote organs either immediztely or by
delayed action. y

Rapid advances are being made in otolaryngology, gynecology and ophthalmology
and further exploration in general and orthorpedic surgery and the author’s own field of
neurosurgery can be expected. Higher power densities and newer lasers acting selectively
on different tissues may be available in the future.

Illustrative slides and movies will be shown.
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