The value of recent advances using the CO,
laser in neurosurgery

Peter Wolf Ascher

After three and a half years of clinical experience in more than 350 neurosurgical
operations we believe that the role of laser has become more and more important, par-
ticularly in all neurosurgical border areas of operability. :

Even today it seems to be irreplacable in special cases. Furthermore we found with
increasing experience not only new indications of using, but also new advantages of this
innovation. .

It should be strongly emphasized that this new method will require a rethinking and
that the surgeon, who will benefit most from it has to undergo special training. As far
as we can see from our own experience, we think that at least two or three years are ne-
cessary to master the new technique with all its finesses. _

Last but not least we have to point out that the laser should not be a replacement
for successful traditional surgery. It is in our opinion an additional technique with new
areas of application.
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